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Lancaster High School, Lancaster, Ohio, Class of 1963 

Remembrance Section of Class Directory 

 

This section may be incomplete!  Comments and corrections can be provided to Chet@LHS60.net. 
 

Classmates ï Classmates are included as we learn about them.  Initial listing includes classmates 

identified in the Lancaster High School 2000 Alumni Directory, June 2008 Alumni Newsletter and LHS 

Class of 1963 web site at http://LH63.com. 

Images ï Images are from a 1963 Mirage yearbook and current images are included when available. 

Dates ï Dates are included from the Social Security Death Index or obituaries when available. 

Obituaries ï Obituaries are included when available.  In many cases they are the source for adding a 

classmate and provide verification that information contained here is correct.   
 

Sherry S. (Dum) Walker  

Lancaster, Ohio 

29 May 2011 

 

LANCASTER: Sherry S. 

Walker, age 66 of Lancaster, 

passed away Sunday, May 29, 

2011 at Fairfield Medical 

Center. 

She was a member of St. 

John's Episcopal Church and a 

1963 graduate of Lancaster 

High School. 

Survived by her husband of 43 

years, David P. Walker; son, 

Thad (Tonya) Walker; 

daughter, Nicole "Nikki" (Joel) 

White; grandchildren, Taylor and Ashton Walker, Makenzie White, step-grandchildren, Tayler and Joel 

White, Jr. 

Preceded in death by her parents, Joe and Helen Dum. 

Graveside services will be held 10:30 a.m. Thursday at Maple Grove Cemetery with The Rev. Michael 

Jupin officiating. The family suggests contributions to St. John's Episcopal Church in Sherry's memory. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on June 1, 2011 

Jill Ann (Crampton) 

Burnett  
Salem, Oregon 

24 Nov 1945 ï July 8 2009 

 

Jill Ann Burnett November 24, 

1945 - July 8, 2009 SALEM - 

Jill Ann Burnett passed from 

death unto life July 8, 2009 

with her son at her side in the ICU at the Salem Regional Hospital. 

She was 63. Jill was born in Lancaster, Ohio to James and Ethel 

Crampton. After graduating from Lancaster High School in 1963, she 

worked as a secretary for Western Electric of Columbus, Ohio. In 

1975, she married Dean Burnett of Baton Rouge, La. They moved to 

Salem in 1977, where Jill worked in state government for roughly 28 

years: briefly as a temp for the Department of Commerce, the Public 

Utility Commission and Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board, 

with her primary employment being as the Webmaster & NT Administrator of the Division of State Lands. 

mailto:Chet@LHS60.net
http://lh63.com/
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In 1986, she was overjoyed to become a mother; this proved a most profound and lifelong joy. Jill was an 

incredibly loving wife and mother, a caring and dedicated friend, a compassionate, generous and sensitive 

soul. For nearly 50 years, she lovingly honored and faithfully served the Lord Jesus Christ, her Kinsman 

Redeemer. She had a heart for the lost and disadvantaged, serving as a child sponsor, missionary to Costa 

Rica, and friend to the homeless. Her personal ministry www.atthewell.com has encouraged and inspired 

many worldwide. She kept a heart wrenchingly beautiful diary of her beloved husband and his battle with 

cancer, it can be found at djdailyphoto.blogspot.com. A tribute to her love of Salem and its surroundings is 

her blog salemdailyphoto.blogspot.com. Jill dreamed of visiting Paris and Venice, and spoke of retiring to 

the French countryside. Her favorite place on earth was the Oregon coast, at Road's End in Lincoln City. 

She loved visiting the Schreiner's Iris Gardens ever year. She greatly enjoyed graphic and web design, 

blogging, photography, gardening, cooking, sewing, welding, cat herding, arts and crafts, and singing 

praises to the Lord. Her favorite movies were Anne of Green Gables and Anne of Avonlea, Driving Miss 

Daisy, and the Bourne series; her favorite music included that of the Gaither Vocal Band and Il Divo. Jill is 

survived by her son, Jonathan of Salem; brothers, Jack of Texas, Jeff of Ohio and Jim of Calif. She was 

preceded in death by her parents and loving husband. Services are pending.  Further details will be 

published on djdailyphoto.blogspot.com. 

Originally published in the Salem Statesman Journal July 19, 2009 

Karolyn Sue (Carr) Blankenship 

Lancaster, Ohio 

26 Jul 1945 ï 21 Oct 2008 

 

Karolyn Sue Blankenship, 63, of Lancaster, passed away Tuesday, 

Oct. 21, 2008, at Crestview Rehabilitation and Skilled Nursing 

Service. 

She was born July 26, 1945, to the late Dennis and Nancy (Nelson) 

Carr. Karolyn attended Lancaster First Church of God. She was 

formerly Adult Day Care Director for Salvation Army Adult Daycare 

Center and later the F.C.D.C.P. She was a devoted mother and wife. 

Karolyn is survived by husband and Eagle-Gazette correspondent, 

Jack Blankenship; sons, Dale Allen Walston of Lancaster and Shawn 

Blankenship (Brandi Pugh) of Ashland; grandson, Michael Allen 

Walston (Stacey Buntoss) of Lancaster; brothers, Harold (Lorean) 

Carr of Lancaster, George Carr of Crooksville, John (LiAnn) Carr of 

Lancaster and Dean Carr of Cincinnati; sisters, Irene Whitcraft of 

Rockbridge and Linda (Tom) Gleissner of Lancaster; and several 

nieces and nephews. 

Services will take place at 10 a.m. Saturday at Sheridan Funeral Home with Pastor William Means 

officiating. 

Burial will follow in Stukey Cemetery in Sugar Grove. 

Family and friends may visit from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. Friday at the funeral home. 

Memorial contributions may be made to the Fairfield Center for Disabilities and Cerebral Palsy, 681 

E. Sixth Ave., Lancaster. 

To send an online condolence and sign the guestbook, please visit ww.webfh.com/sheridanfuneralhome and 

click obituaries. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com October 23, 2008 

Mary J. (Otterbein) Rhoades
1
 

Lancaster, Ohio 

26 Feb 1945 - 31 May 2008 

 
 Mary J. Rhoades, 63, of Lancaster passed away Saturday, May 31, 2008, at her residence.  

She was born Feb. 26, 1945, in Lancaster, to Floyd and Betty (Hanna) Baird. Mary worked as a 

cabinetmaker at Rivera Cabinets. She was a member of the Church of Christ of Christian Union, Rushville. 

Mary loved her family, especially spoiling her grandchildren.  

                                                 
1
 Mary Otterbein is listed as a classmate in the 1963 Mirage without a picture. 

http://www.atthewell.com/
http://djdailyphoto.blogspot.com/
http://salemdailyphoto.blogspot.com/
http://djdailyphoto.blogspot.com/
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/


In Remembrance 

 3 

She is survived by her children, Dessa Tuthill of Lancaster and William Odell "Scooter" (Judith) Rhoades; 

five grandchildren; parents, Floyd and Betty Baird of Lancaster; sons-in-law, James Fisher of Lancaster 

and Floyd "Stretch" (Marlene) Baird of Lancaster; niece, Cathy (Rich) Dardis; and John (Holly) Robitzer.  

She was preceded in death by her daughter, Lisa Fisher; and sister, Ruth A. Robitzer.  

Services will be conducted at 10 a.m. Thursday at Sheridan Funeral Home. Interment will be in the Carroll 

Cemetery.  

Visitation will be from 3 to 5 and 6 to 8 p.m. Wednesday at the funeral home.  

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Sheridan Funeral home for funeral expenses.  

To send an online condolence and sign the guestbook, please visit 

www.webfh.com/sheridanfuneralhomeand click obituaries. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle Gazette June 3, 2008 

Jerry Lee Johnston 

Springfield, Ohio 

28 Jun 1945 - 13 Jan 2008 

 

Jerry Lee Johnston - Jerry Lee Johnston, 62, of Springfield, passed 

away Sunday, Jan. 13, 2008, at The Ohio State University Medical 

Center. 

He was born June 28, 1945, in Lancaster, a son of the late Jesse and 

Jennie (Jourdan) Johnston.  He retired in 2002 from Vernay Labs in 

Yellow Springs. 

He is survived by his wife of 36 years, Rebecca (Doss) Johnston of 

Springfield; son, Jesse (Allison) Johnston of Springfield; brother, 

Wayne Johnston of Lancaster; sister, Marjorie Miskell of Lancaster; 

sisters-in-law, Helen Johnston of Pickerington and Diane Grover of 

Logan; mother-in-law, Christine Brunney of Marion; nephews, Jim 

Greene, Don Greene, Randy Johnston and Blaine Miskell; and 

nieces, Carol Grasselli, Brenda Henwood and Susan Johnston. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; brother, Carl Johnston; and 

sister, Anna Mae Eberly. 

A gathering of family and friends will be from 6 to 8 p.m. Wednesday at Halteman-Fett & Dyer Funeral 

Home, 436 N. Broad St., Lancaster. 

Services will be at 1 p.m. Thursday at the funeral home with Pastor Mike Surgenor officiating. 

Burial will follow at Maple Hill Cemetery, Stoutsville. 

Memorial contributions may be made to the Central Ohio Diabetes Association, 1100 Dennison Ave., 

Columbus, OH 43201 or to The Ohio State University Comprehensive Transplant Center, 770 Kinnear 

Road, Suite 100, Columbus, OH 43212, Attn: Laura Murdock. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle Gazette January 15, 2008  

James Edward Wells 
Lancaster, Ohio 

2 Aug 1944 ï 25 Dec 2007 

 

James Wells ï James E. Wells, 63, of Lancaster, passed away 

Tuesday, Dec., 25, 2007. 

He was a member of Grace United Church of Christ, a U.S. Army 

Veteran serving in Korea during the Vietnam era.  Jim was an active 

member of OQHA and served as second vice president. 

He is preceded in death by his parents, Todd and Kate Wells. 

He is survived by his wife, Elaine Wells; daughter and son-in-law, 

Jamie and Joe Drury; grandchild, Ryan, all of Lancaster; sisters, 

Shirley (Jack) Schaller of Illinois and Connie Wells of Florida; and 

brother, Tom (Becky) Wells of Lancaster; nieces and nephews. 

Services will be at 10 a.m. Saturday at Halteman-Fett & Dyer 

Funeral Home, Lancaster, with the Rev. Barbara Murray officiating.  

Burial will be at Floral Hill memory Gardens. 

Friends may call from 4 to 8 p.m. Friday at the funeral home. 
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The family suggests memorial contributions to the OQHA Therapeutic Riding Charity in his memory. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle Gazette December 27,  2007 

Dr. Philip M. Primmer  

Barnseville, Ohio 

3 Jul 1945 ï 26 Sep 2007 

 

Dr. Philip M. Primmer, 62, of Barnesville, died Wednesday, Sept. 26, 

2007, at Barnesville Hospital.  

He was born July 3, 1945, a son of the late Martin C. Primmer and 

Gladys Beaver Primmer.  

He was a semi-retired dentist and was very appreciative of his 

patients and the privilege to have served the Barnesville area for 

more than 35 years. He was a member of the Barnesville First United 

Methodist Church and the American Legion. He served active duty 

as a Major in the United States Air Force, stationed in Goose Bay, 

Labrador, from 1970 to 1972 and as Lieutenant Colonel in the Air 

Force Active Reserve from 1977 to 1995.  

He is survived by his wife, Nancy Kane Primmer; daughter, 

Evangeline Leigh Primmer of Worthington; son, Martin Ross 

Primmer of Louisville, Ky.; sister, Gloria Brown of McConnelsville; 

and brother, Donald Primmer of Chicago.  

He was preceded in death by his parents.  

Services will be at 1 p.m. Sunday at Kelly-Kemp-Braido Funeral Home, 702 E. Main St., Barnesville with 

full military services by Belmont County Council American Legion.  

Friends will be received 5 to 9 p.m. today at the funeral home.  

Burial will be in Maple Grove Cemetery.  

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle Gazette September 29, 2007 

Gerald F. Hawkins 

Atlanta, Georgia 

13 Nov 1944 ï 21 Sep 2007 

 

Looking for copy of obituary 
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James Weaver Lantz 
Lancaster, Ohio 

22 May 1945 - 24 Dec 2006 

 

James Lantz - James Weaver 

Lantz, 61, of Lancaster, died at 

his residence Saturday, Dec. 

24, 2006. 

He was a retired employee for 

the Ohio Bureau of 

Employment Services.  He also 

was a U.S. Army veteran of 

the Vietnam War and an active 

member of the Fairfield 

Humane Society.  Jim attended 

Wittenberg University where he received a bachelorôs degree and 

played four years of football. 

He is survived by his daughter, Jamie Lee Lantz; son Jamison Lantz, 

parents James A. and Eileen Lantz, all of Lancaster; sister Susan Lantz (Richard) Carr of Ottsville, Pa.; and 

nieces Leslie McBride and Jennifer and Andrea Lantz.  

He was preceded in death by a brother, Charles (Chuck) Lantz.  

Services will be at 4 p.m. Friday at Halteman-Fett & Dyer Funeral Home with pastor Russell Johnson 

officiating.  The family will receive friends one hour prior to services at the funeral home.  Lancaster 

Veterans Burial Detail will conduct military rites at the funeral home. 

Memorial contributions can be made in his memory to Fairfield County Humane Society or Clear Creek 

Metro Parks. 

Originally published n the Lancaster Eagle Gazette December 27, 2006 

John V. Stalter Jr. 
Lancaster, Ohio 

3 Nov 1945 ï 24 Oct 2006 

 

John V. Stalter Jr., 61, of Lancaster, died Friday, Nov. 24, 2006, at 

Fairfield Medical Center.  

He was a glazier for 43 years in the glass business. He was a member 

of the Eagles Aries 2120.  

He is survived by his wife of 38 years, Diane Stalter; daughter, 

Kristin Thress of Lancaster; son, Steven (Christina) Stalter of 

Amanda; grandsons, Joseph Stalter, Bradley Stalter, Aron Thress, 

and Ryan Thress; sisters, Carole (Tom) Dreier of Carroll, Diane 

(Stan) Schorr of Lancaster; and many nieces, nephews, and friends.  

He was preceded in death by his parents, John and Lillie Stalter.  

Services will be at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday at Frank E. Smith Funeral 

Home Chapel, Lancaster, with Father Donald E. Franks of St. Mary 

Catholic Church officiating. Burial will follow in St. Joseph 

Cemetery, Somerset. Friends may call from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. 

Monday at the funeral home.  

Memorials may be given to the Visiting Nurses Association in John 's memory.  

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle Gazette November 27, 2006 
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Pamela L. (Ward) Chandler 
Brookeville, Maryland 

21 Aug 1945 ï 16 Mar 2006 

 

Pamela Chandler ï Pamela L. Chandler, 60, of Brookeville, Md., 

died Thursday, March 16, 2006. 

She was the devoted wife of Richard L. Chandler; beloved mother of 

Nicole C. Ewald and her husband, Christopher of Burke, Va; loving 

grandmother of Samuel and Zachary Ewald; sister of David and 

Michael Ward of Lancaster; sister-in-law of Carol Chandler and her 

husband, David. 

Friends will be received from 3 to 5 p.m. Sunday at Pumphreyôs 

Colonial Funeral Home, 300 W. Montgomery Ave., (Route 28, just 

off I -270, exit 6A) Rockville, MD 20852. 

Those desiring may make contributions in her name to: National 

Ovarian Cancer Coalition, 203 Yoakum Parkway #925, Alexandria, 

VA 22304, www.ovarian.org; S.O.M.E. (So Others Might Eat), 

donor Relations Coordinator, 71 O St. N.W., Washington DC 20001, 

www.some.org; or Habitat for Humanity of Montgomery County, 9110 Gaither Road #13, Gaithersburg, 

MD 20877, http://habitat.montgomery.md.us/.  Please view and sign the family guestbook at 

www.pumphreyfuneralhome.com.  

.Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle Gazette March 18, 2006 

Ronald L. Karcher  

Lancaster, Ohio 

3 Jan 1945 - 13 May 2005 

 

Ronald L. Karcher, 60, of Lancaster, died Friday, May 13, 2005, at 

Fairfield Medical Center.  

He was a retired inspector for the Thomson Consumer Electronics 

RCA, Circleville, and was a graduate of Lancaster High School Class 

of 1963.  

He is survived by his wife of 37 years, Sharon Karcher; daughter and 

son-in-law, Mendy and Travis Baumgardt of Lancaster; stepson, 

Travis Baumgardt II; two grandsons, Zachary, Jardine and Kive 

Baumgardt; his mother, Dorothy Karcher of Lancaster; brother, Terry 

(Susan) Karcher of Lancaster; sisters, Beverly Sue (Robert) 

Severance of Lancaster and Sharon (Byron) Hosey of Lancaster; and 

several nieces and nephews.  

He was preceded in death by his father, Leland Karcher and sister, 

Patricia Rayner.  

Funeral service will be at 1:30 p.m. Monday at the Frank E. Smith Funeral Home Chapel, Lancaster. Burial 

will follow in Maple Grove Cemetery.  

Friends may call from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. Sunday at the funeral home.  

Memorials may be given to the American Lung Association, 1950 Arlingate Lane, Columbus 43228 in 

Ronald's memory.  

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle Gazette May 14, 2005 


