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Lancaster High School, Lancaster, Ohio, Class of 1962 

Remembrance Section of Class Directory 

 

This section may be incomplete!  Comments and corrections can be provided to Chet@LHS60.net. 
 

Classmates ï Classmates are included as we learn about them.   

Images ï Images are from a 1962 Mirage yearbook.  Current images are also included when available. 

Dates ï Dates are included from the Social Security Death Index or obituaries when available. 

Obituaries ï Obituaries are included when available.  In many cases they are the source for adding a 

classmate and provide verification that information contained here is correct.   
 

Ben I. Bussart 
Cocoa, Florida 

11 Aug 1943 ï 5 Aug 2011 

 

Cocoa, Florida: Ben I. Bussart, 67, of Florida, formerly of Lancaster, 

passed away Friday, August 05, 2011 at the Pickering House. He was 

born on August 11, 1943 to the late Irvin and Maxine (Welch) 

Bussart. Ben was a member of First Baptist Church of Port St. John 

in Florida. He was also an avid hunter and fisherman.  

Ben is survived by son Shawn Bussart; daughters Shanna (Jack) 

Nash, Sandy (Jeff) Kilbarger and Susan (Stephen) Schmelzer; 

grandchildren Luke (Abby) Schmelzer, Leah Schmelzer, Nathan 

(Alison) Helser, Andrew Helser, Randy Bussart, Shawna Bussart, 

Rachel Vizzo, Jacqueline Nash, Rebekah Nash, Jaxson Nash and 

Elijah Nash; great grandchildren Nicholas Schmelzer and Miley 

Schmelzer; brothers Gary (Chris) Bussart and Robert (Ann) Bussart; 

sister Betty (Ray) Etheridge; several nieces and nephews; special 

companion Yi-Sun Bell; very special friends Don (Patty) Burnside 

and friends from Port Canaveral; favorite pal and buddy Spooky.  

Funeral services will be held on Monday, August 8, 2011 at 10:00 AM at the SHERIDAN FUNERAL 

HOME with Pastor Terry Borah officiating. Burial to follow at Floral Hills Memory Gardens. Family will 

receive friends on Sunday, August 7 from 2-4 & 6-8 PM at the funeral home. Memorial contributions may 

be made to the Pickering House.  

To send an online condolence and sign guestbook, please visit www.sheridanfuneralhome.net and click 

obituaries. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on August 6, 2011 

mailto:Chet@LHS60.net
http://www.sheridanfuneralhome.net/
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Sharon K. (Brown) Coplan 

Chillicothe, Ohio 

24 Mar 1943 ï 13 Apr 2011 

 

CHILLICOTHE: Sharon K. Coplan, 68, of Chillicothe, passed away 

Wednesday, April 13, 2011 at her residence due to an extended 

illness. She was born on March 24, 1943 to Evelyn (Hart) Brown and 

the late Melvin Brown.  

Sharon enjoyed baking and cooking. She was a very happy person 

who loved life.  

Sharon is survived by daughters, Rana (Gary) Hinkle of Chillicothe, 

Kim (Butch) Ison of Chillicothe and Candy (Johnny) Taylor of 

Columbus; son, Raymond (Kimmie) Coplan of Delaware; 19 

grandchildren; nine great grandchildren; mother, Evelyn Brown; 

sister, Mary (John) McKenzie; brothers, Gene Brown, Mike 

(Carolyn) Brown and Randy Brown; several nieces and nephews.  

In addition to her father, Sharon was preceded in death by her 

husband, John Coplan; brothers, Daniel and Terry Brown.  

Funeral services will be held on Saturday, April 16 at 11:00 a.m. at 

the SHERIDAN FUNERAL HOME with Chaplain Karl Hartmann 

officiating. Burial to follow at Stukey Cemetery. Family will receive 

friends on Friday, April 15 from 2-4 & 6-8 p.m. at the funeral home. To send an online condolence and 

sign guestbook, please visit www.sheridanfuneralhome.net and click obituaries. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on April 15, 2011 

Richard Thomas Pickett 
Lancaster, Ohio 

21 Mar 2011 

 

LANCASTER: Richard (Dick) 

Pickett, 66, of Lancaster, 

passed away Monday, March 

21, 2011 at Fairfield Medical 

Center. 

He is remembered by many in 

the Lancaster area as the leader 

of a musical drill team known 

as The Mustangs. The 

Mustangs earned numerous 

awards and performed at 

national and international 

competitions in locations such 

as Florida, Hawaii and France. "Mustangs Day" was declared on 

August 1977 by the Mayor of Lancaster after the group brought home the World Show Corps Champion 

trophy for the third consecutive year. He passed away just three months short of the group's planned 

reunion on July 9th. 

He was born July 6, 1944 in Chauncy, Ohio to Joseph E. Pickett and Gladyse R. Pickett and was a graduate 

of Lancaster High School, class of 1962, and went on to get an Engineering degree. He most recently was 

retired and lived at 118 Union Street in Lancaster, but previously lived and worked on the Island of 

Bermuda as a Superintendent of a water treatment plant.  

He is survived by his sister, Dorothy Canale of Lancaster; brothers, Dean of Louisiana, Larry of Dallas, 

Texas, Charlie of Somerset, Ohio, and Mark Pickett of Lancaster. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; and his brothers, Jim, Ron, and Ed. 

His body has been willed to Ohio University, College of Osteopathic medicine, and will be interned at the 

Maple Grove Cemetery near Somerset, Ohio. Memorial services are to be announced. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on March 30, 2011 

http://www.sheridanfuneralhome.net/
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Ruth Ann (Littr el) Reid  

Circleville, Ohio 

26 Sep 1943 - 3 Apr 2010 

 

CIRCLEVILLE: Ruth Ann 

Reid, 66, of Circleville, Ohio 

former resident of Lancaster, 

Ohio died Saturday April 3, 

2010 at Berger Hospital. 

She was a member of Fairfield 

Christian Church, Olivedale 

Senior Citizens Center and a 

master gardener. 

She is survived by her son, 

Matthew (Renese) Reid; 

grandchildren, Justin Reid and 

Scott (Meghen) Goodrich, all 

of Columbus, Ohio; sister-in-law, Maureen Littrell; nieces and 

nephew, Jane Ann Littrell and Lisa Littrell and David Paul Littrell all of Canal Winchester, Ohio; guardian 

angels, Connie and Mike Hardesty and Brittany Mills all of Circleville, Ohio. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, Paul Littrell and Jane Hoover; and brother, Paul David Littrell.  

Funeral service will be held Wednesday at 3:30 p.m. in the FRANK E. SMITH FUNERAL HOME 

CHAPEL, 405 N. COLUMBUS ST., LANCASTER, OHIO 43130 with Pastor Mark Barbee officiating. 

Burial to follow in Floral Hills Memory Gardens. Friends may visit 2 hours prior the service on Wednesday 

at the funeral home. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com April 6, 2010 

Carole Sue (Reed) Maxwell 
Lancaster, Ohio 

1 Sep 1944 - 6 Jan 2010 

 

Carole Maxwell - LANCASTER: Carole Maxwell, age 65, of 

Lancaster, passed away at Riverside hospital on Wed. January 6th, 

2010.  She was a very faithful member of the 1st United Methodist 

Church and she was a 1962 graduate of LHS. 

She is survived by her loving husband of 32 years, Tom Maxwell of 

Lancaster; sister, Virginia Gellar of Reynoldsburg; brothers, Neil 

(Evelyn) Reed and Thomas (Bonnie) Reed both of Lancaster; and 

several nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her parents Frank and Garnet Reed.   

A service will be held at the FRANK E. SMITH FUNERAL HOME 

in Lancaster on Monday November 11th at 10:30 a.m., officiated by 

Reverend Sam Halveron. Burial will follow the service at Forest 

Rose Cemetery. Family and friends may call from 1 until 5 p.m. on 

Sunday at the funeral home. Donations can be made in Carole's name 

to the First United Methodist Church 163 East Wheeling St. Lancaster, OH 43130. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com January 8, 2010 

http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
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Gail Frederick "Tete" 

Coakley  

Lancaster, Ohio 

20 Aug 1944 ï 19 Nov 2009 

 

LANCASTER: Gail Frederick 

"Tete" Coakley, 65, of 

Lancaster, passed away 

Thursday November 19, 2009 

at the Pickering House. 

He was born on August 20, 

1944 in Lancaster to the late 

Pearl L. & Neva K. (Mattox) 

Coakley. Gail served in the 

U.S. Army in the 1st Calvary 

Division and was deployed to 

Vietnam. He retired after 37 years with Anchor Hocking and he also 

worked at Graf X in Canal Winchester and Welch Packaging in 

Columbus. Gail was a member of St. Mary of the Assumption 

Church, a life member of the AMVETS, and the VFW. He loved watching his grandchildren play sports, 

spending time with his family, hunting, fishing, raising and racing homing pigeons and was William V. 

Fisher Catholic High Schools #1 Fan. 

Gail is survived by his wife, Joan ( Wolfley) Coakley; children, Tony Edward (Heather) Coakley, Jayme 

Alan Coakley both of Lancaster; grandchildren, Damien Frederick Coakley, Alayna Marie Coakley; 

brother, Gene Coakley (Janice); sisters, Ramona Boech, Monna Searls; numerous nieces and nephews; 

aunts and uncles; special mother in law, Bertha Mae Eden; sister in law, Janis (Steve) Shumaker; brother in 

law, Robert Wolfley; aunt, Madalyn Reynolds; sisters in law, Patricia, Arlene, Barbara; special friends, 

Tim Crommes, Dave Kline, Shawn Stebelton. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; brother and sister in law, Leo Edward (Gloria) Coakley; brother, 

Ronald Coakley; sister and brother in law, Wanda (Ken) Whalensister; sister in law, Joan Coakley. 

Mass of Christian Burial will be conducted at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday November 24, 2009 at the St. Mary of 

the Assumption Church with Fr. Donald Franks as celebrant. Interment will be in St. Mary Cemetery with 

military honors. Visitation will be on Sunday November 22, 2009 from 6-8 p.m. & Monday November 23 

from 2-4 & 6-8 p.m. with a vigil service at 7:30 p.m. at the Sheridan Funeral Home. In lieu of flowers, 

memorial contributions may be made to The William V. Fisher Catholic High School Fund (Tuition 

Assistance) or the Disabled Veterans Administration. 

To send an online condolence and sign the guestbook, please visit: www.webfh.com/sheridanfuneralhome 

and click obituaries. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com November 22, 2009 

Charles "Don" Donavon Kelley, Jr.
1
 

Columbus, Ohio 

27 Apr 1944 - 27 Aug 2009 

 

Charles "Don" Donavon Kelley, Jr. - COLUMBUS: Charles "Don" Donavon Kelley, Jr., age 65, of 

Columbus, Ohio, passed away peacefully at his home on Thursday, August 27, 2009, after a long and 

courageous battle with cancer.   

Don graduated from Lancaster High School in 1962 and proudly served his country in the United States 

Army. He was an avid Ohio State fan, golfer, animal lover, youth sports supporter and fan, generous 

entrepreneur and strong willed champion for his family. Loving husband, father, grandfather, great-

grandfather, son, brother, uncle, cousin and friend. Our world will be less colorful without his presence. 

Preceded in death by his loving wife of 37 years, Sally Lynn Kelley; mother, Elsie Faye Smith; and loyal 

dog, Bandit.   

                                                 
1
 Charles Donovan Kelley is listed as a classmate in the 1996 and 2000 LHS Alumni Directories but could 

not be located in the 1962 Mirage Yearbook. 

http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
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He is survived by his father, Jack R. Smith; brother and sister-in-law, Richard A. (Susan) Smith; daughters, 

Deborah L. (Richard) Garren, Cynthia (Marko Case) Gesick, Kim (Jay) Teetzel, Christine (Martin) 

Robinson, and Karlene (Brigit Elizondo) Kelley; grandchildren, Tiffany B. (Mike Camp) Shepherd, 

Michael A. Robinson, Martin W. Robinson, Lyndsey N. Gesick, Zachery C. Teetzel, Jared N. Garren, 

Andrew M. Teetzel, Daniel J. Gesick, Joseph B. Gesick, Rachel L. Robinson, Zach Garren, Nicole Deemer; 

great-grandchildren, James Coleman, Kyle Camp, Lainey Deemer; numerous aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces, 

nephews, dear friends; and beloved dog, "Puppy." 

A Memorial Service will be held at 7 p.m., Thursday, September 3, 2009 at SCHOEDINGER EAST 

CHAPEL, 5360 E. Livingston Avenue, where family will receive friends from 4 p.m. until time of service. 

Don's family would like to extend a special thank you to his granddaughter Tiffany Shepherd and Mike 

Camp. Their extensive sacrifice and commitment to him during his last few months was unwavering. 

Additional thanks to the staff of Mt. Carmel East Hospice, particularly, Lilli Buffin, Pat Kuhner, Brenda 

Clifton, and Volunteer Mike Motil for their care, guidance, and kindness to both Don and his family's 

needs. 

Contributions may be made to: Mt. Carmel Hospice, c/o Mt. Carmel Foundation, 793 W. State Street, 

Columbus, Ohio 43222; or the Capital Area Humane Society, 3015 Scioto Darby Executive Ct., Hilliard,  

Ohio 43026. To share memories or condolences, please visit: www.schoedinger.com. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com August 30, 2009 

Christopher Metzler 

"Kit" Custer   

Lancaster, Ohio 

25 Sep 1944 - 26 Aug 2009 

 
Christopher M. "Kit" Custer, 

age 64, died August 26th, 2009 

at his residence. 

He was formerly employed by 

WBLY radio, WHOK radio, 

U.S. Representative Clarence 

Miller, and CAM Talent of 

Ohio. He was a member of St. 

John's Episcopal Church, 

Friends of the Library, 

Fairfield County Heritage 

Association, American Federation of Television and Radio Artists, 

and a charter member of the Tarhe Lion's Club. He was a graduate of 

Wilmington College and a U.S. Army Veteran. 

He is survived by his special friend Helen E. Johnston, of Pickerington; son, Christopher (Sally) 

Custer of Crooksville; grandchildren, Kassidy, Corbin, and Ella Custer; brothers, Henry L. Custer Jr. 

of San Diego, Geoffrey (Judy) Custer of Lancaster, William (Lori) Custer of Granville; nieces, Ann 

Custer of Columbus, Nancy (Michael) Valudes of Lititz, PA; nephew, Mike (Jaci) Custer of Columbus; 

step-mother, Elizabeth Miller Custer of Columbus; and several great nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Henry L. Custer Sr. and Martha Anderson Custer. 

A private family service officiated by The Reverend William Pursley will take place at St. John's 

Episcopal Church at a later date. Caring Cremation has taken place by the Frank E. Smith Funeral 

Home. In lieu of flowers, memorials can be made to St. John's Episcopal Church, 134 N. Broad St. 

Lancaster, OH 43130. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com 

http://www.schoedinger.com/
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
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Michael A. Gatwood 

Lancaster, Ohio 

27 Jan 1944 ï 4 Mar 2009 

 

LANCASTER - Michael A. Gatwood, 65, of Lancaster, Ohio, lost 

his battle with cancer on 

Wednesday, March 4, 2009, at the Pickering House, Lancaster, Ohio. 

Born January 27, 1944, he was the son of the late Tarlton and Mary 

Gatwood. 

Graduate of Lancaster High School, he was a OTR Driver for 39 

years, served in the US Navy, and was a Vietnam Veteran. Michael 

was also a Lifetime Chartered Member of the Amvets Post 1985. 

He is survived by his daughter, Brandee (Matt) Miller of Lancaster; 

brother, Doug Gatwood of Berea, OH; companion, Judy Hines of 

Lancaster; best friend dog, Keely; stepchildren, Kelly (Steve) Moore, 

Lancaster, Larry Singleton, Kentucky, Paul (Connie) Alexander, 

Blacklick, OH and Stacy Lowe, Lancaster; grandchildren, Paige, 

Rachael, and Austin Miller, Miranda Moore, Amber Singleton and 

Melissa and Jessica Alexander; nephew, Josh (Roxie) Gatwood, Las Vegas, Nevada; niece, Tanya 

Gatwood, Berea, Ohio; along with great nieces. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Tarlton and Mary Gatwood. 

The family would like to thank all of the wonderful people at the Pickering House for the great care they 

gave to Mike. God Bless You. 

Caring cremation has taken place by Rodman Funeral Home. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com March 7, 2009 

Gerald 'Jerry' E. Steiner 
Lancaster, Ohio 

24 Feb 1944 ï 22 Dec 2008 

 

Gerald E. "Jerry" Steiner, 64, passed away Monday, Dec. 22, 2008, 

at The Pickering House following a long battle with lung cancer. 
Jerry was born in Lancaster, on Feb. 24, 1944, to the late Jayne 

Larcomb and the late Charles E. Steiner. He graduated from 

Lancaster High School in the class of 1962. Jerry married his wife, 

Jan, on March 9, 1968, in Palos Verdes, Calif., and they were blessed 

with two children, Rob and Katie Steiner; and one grandchild, 

Madeline Steiner. 

Jerry was employed as a service representative at Anchor Hocking's 

Development Center for 40 years until his retirement in 2002. For the 

past 17 years, Jerry and his wife Jan also owned and operated The 

Snack Wagon and The Almond Shop at events throughout Ohio. He 

was a member of First United Methodist Church in Lancaster and the 

Fraternal Order of Eagles, Aerie 2120. 

In addition to his wife, children and granddaughter, Jerry is survived by his sister, Judy (Tom) Hendershot 

of Graham, Wash.; his brother, Kip (Linda) Larcomb of North Fort Myers, Fla.; his sister, Gail (Gary 

Begeman) Griffith of Oak Hill, Va.; his brother, Christopher Griffith of Newark; and cousins, nieces, 

nephews and friends. 

Calling hours will be from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. Friday at Halteman-Fett & Dyer Funeral Home. 

Services celebrating Jerry's life will take place at 10:30 a.m. Saturday at the funeral home. Entombment to 

follow at Floral Hills Memory Gardens. 

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations be made to The Pickering House or the American Cancer 

Society. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com December 24, 2008 

http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
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Donna Arlene (Hale) Jacks 
Canal Winchester, Ohio 

19 Nov 1944 - 28 Oct 2008 

 

Donna Arlene Jacks, 63, of Canal Winchester, formerly of 

Reynoldsburg, went to be with the Lord Jesus surrounded by her 

family and church friends, on the evening of Tuesday, Oct. 28, 2008. 

She was born Nov. 19, 1944, in Lancaster, to the late Clarence E. and 

Ruth W. (Thomas) Hale. She was the "First Lady" of the First 

Apostolic Church of Reynoldsburg from 1969 to 1998, and has spent 

most of her life devoted to Christian ministry. She was a proud 

member of TurnPoint Apostolic Church, Groveport, and enjoyed 

being a member of the "single's group" and was a choir member. 

She is survived by her daughters, Jennifer J. (Jeff) Zarbaugh and 

Jamie B. (Tim) Byrd, both of Canal Winchester; beloved 

grandchildren, Kaitlyn and Kendra Zarbaugh and Benjamin Wyatt 

and Sydney Byrd; brother, Neil Hale of Lexington, Ky.; sister, Joy 

Wright of Phoenix, Ariz.; and aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and 

many dear friends. 

Calling hours will be from 2 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. Friday at TurnPoint Apostolic Church, 7718 Groveport 

Road, Groveport, where services and celebration of her life and ministry will be at 11 a.m. Saturday, with 

Pastor Joe Arata officiating. Interment will follow at Carroll Cemetery, Carroll. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to TurnPoint Church Music Program, in her memory. 

Online condolences available atwww.spencefuneralhome.com. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com October 30, 2008 

Thomas Lewis Carper 

Lancaster, Ohio 

25 Jul 1944 - 17 Oct 2008 

-  

Thomas L. Carper, 64, of Lancaster, died Friday, Oct. 17, 2008, at 

his residence. 

He was a machinist with Diamond Power and Specialty Co. and 

Herman's Manufacturing. He was a Vietnam veteran serving in the 

U.S. Army as a sergeant and a member of the United Steel Workers 

Union. 

He is survived by his daughter, Rella Carper of Lancaster; 

granddaughter, Olexa Dorwart of Lancaster; brothers and sister, Jerry 

(Carolyn) Carper of Logan, Bonnie (Frank) Clark and Richard 

Carper, all of Lancaster; and many nieces, nephews, and friends.  

He is preceded in death by his wife, Sharon A. Wachter Carper; and 

parents, Sheridan and Janie 

Carper. 

Services will take place Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. in the Frank E. 

Smith Funeral Home chapel, 405 N. 

Columbus St., Lancaster, 43130, with the Rev. Larry Brown of First United Methodist Church officiating. 

Burial will follow in Floral Hills Memory Gardens with the Lancaster Veterans Burial Detail conducting 

military rites at the cemetery. 

Friends may visit Tuesday from 2 to 8 p.m. at the funeral home. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com 20 Oct 2008 

http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/

