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Lancaster High School, Lancaster, Ohio, Class of 1956 

Remembrance Section of Class Directory 

 

This section may be incomplete!  Comments and corrections can be provided to Chet@LHS60.net. 
 

Classmates ï Classmates are included as we learn about them.   

Images ï Images are from a 1956 Mirage yearbook. Current images are included when available. 

Dates ï Dates are included from the Social Security Death Index or obituaries when available. 

Obituaries ï Obituaries are included when available.  In many cases they are the source for adding a 

classmate and provide verification that information contained here is correct.   
 

Charles E. "Chuck" 

Hedges 
Lancaster, Ohio 

6 Feb 2012 

 

LANCASTER: Charles E. 

"Chuck" Hedges, 75, of 

Lancaster, died on Monday, 

February 6, 2012 at the 

Fairfield Medical Center. 

Chuck was a member of St. 

Matthew Lutheran Church in 

Sugar Grove. He was a 1956 

graduate of Lancaster High 

School and served in the 

United States Air Force. He was an associate with the Frank E. Smith 

Funeral Home and Johnson-Smith Funeral Home for many years. 

Chuck was past president of the Baltimore Festival, a member of Baltimore V.F.W. Post #3761, a recipient 

of the Baltimore Citizens Award, and a member of the Millersport Lions Club. Chuck was a member of the 

Lancaster Lodge #57 F&AM. and the Baltimore Lodge #475 F&AM; was a three time past commander of 

the Lancaster Commandery #2 Knights Templar; a member of the Tarhe Shrine; Aladdin Temple; 

Lancaster Chapter #11 RAM; Lancaster Council #3 R&SM; Hocking Hills Shrine Club; Scottish Rite - 

Valley of Columbus; Ambassadors Club; Royal Order of Jesters - Columbus Court 8; two time past 

president of the Aladdin Medical Unit; an Honorary Aladdin Clown and was the Assistant Director for the 

Aladdin Temple Circus. 

Chuck is survived by his wife of 51 years Janet K. Hedges; daughters, Pamela S. (Michael) Hock of 

Lancaster and Tina M.(Bill Behrens) Hedges of Lancaster; sister, Loretta Clark of Lancaster; sister-in-law 

Freda Groff, Lancaster; sister-in-law and brother-in-law, Harry and Linda Wilkinson, Illinois; brother-in-

law, Jack Blankenship, Rushville, several nieces and nephews and many close friends and families. The 

family would like to give special thanks to the entire Fairfield Medical Center for their loving care of 

Chuck. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Lloyd and Helen Hedges; sisters, Virginia Moore, Vivian Holt, 

and Joan Blankenship; and brothers, Lloyd "Junior" Hedges and James Hedges. 

Funeral service will be held Friday at 11:00 am at the FRANK E. SMITH FUNERAL HOME CHAPEL, 

Lancaster with Reverend John Stroup and Phil Unger officiating. Burial will follow in Stukey Cemetery in 

Sugar Grove where the Lancaster Ohio Veterans Burial Detail will conduct military graveside services. 

Friends and family may visit from 2-4 and 6-8 pm Thursday at the funeral home. A Masonic Service by 

Baltimore Lodge # 475 F&AM will be held at 8:00 pm Thursday and a Jester Rose Ceremony will be held 

Friday at 10:45 am both at the funeral home. Memorials may be given to the Aladdin Shriners Hospital 

Association For Children Inc. 3850 Stelzer Road Columbus, OH 43219 in Chucks' memory. 

To send condolences and sign the online register, please visit: www.funeralhome.com 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on February 8, 2012 

mailto:Chet@LHS60.net
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/air-force/?personid=155788677&affiliateID=2828
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/vfw/?personid=155788677&affiliateID=2828
http://www.funeralhome.com/
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Juliette Ashbrook 

Jessup 
Lancaster, Ohio 

4 Jan 2012 

 

LANCASTER: Juliette 

Ashbrook Jessup, 73, of 

Lancaster, Ohio, left this world 

into the loving arms of God 

our Father on Jan. 4, 2012 at 

Fairfield Medical Center. She 

was a graduate of Lancaster 

High School Class of 1956 . 

Julie was a loving mother of 3. 

She was once actively 

involved in community 

service; Hospital Twig 18, 

Heart Fund Ball committee and City Council - Councilperson -at-Large, American Legion Auxiliary, Meals 

on Wheels, and Cub Scout leader. As her children grew, she worked in social services as a volunteer at 

Information & Crisis (I &C). Julie worked her way up to Director of Information & Referral - a United 

Way agency. She always enjoyed helping others and will be remembered for her work in the community 

helping those in need. She will be sadly missed by all that knew her.  

Survived by: her devoted husband of 54 years, Robert K. Jessup Sr., daughter Suzanne (Darian) Radabaugh 

of Utica, son Benton (Carrie) Jessup of Lancaster, daughter -in-law Sherry Jessup of North Carolina, and 

her 4 wonderful grandchildren: Lindsay, Ryan and Colin Jessup, and Abigail Radabaugh, step 

grandchildren: Amber, Kyle and Evan Radabaugh, brother George (Courtney)and children Jenifer and 

Butch Ashbrook of Tucson, AZ, several nieces and nephews, numerous special friends, and loving pet, 

Lemon.  

Proceeded in death by: son Robert (Skeeter) Jessup Jr. and parents George and Susan Ashbrook.  

Loving cremation has taken place. Memorial services will be held 3:00 P.M. Sunday, January 8, 2012 at the 

Halteman-Fett & Dyer Funeral Home with Chaplain Rev. James Ross officiating. Visiting hours are one 

hour prior to service. The committal of ashes will be at Maple Grove Cemetery, Granville, Ohio at a later 

date.  

The family suggests contributions to United Way of Fairfield County in Julie's memory.  

Online condolences may be made at www.haltemanfettdyer.com 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette from January 6 to January 8, 2012 

Gerald William (Butch) Hoffman  

Lancaster, Ohio 

26 Jun 2011 

 

LANCASTER: Gerald William (Butch) Hoffman lost his battle with 

cancer at Pickering House June 26, 2011. 

Butch is survived by his wife, June; daughters, Lynne Gilkerson of 

Virginia, Suzanne Johns of Tennessee; and son, Phillip Gilkerson of 

California. 

A memorial Service will be held at Pleasanthill United Methodist 

Church on Chicken Coop Hill Rd. on July 2, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. 

In lieu of flowers, please donate to Fairhope Hospice. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on June 29, 2011 

http://www.haltemanfettdyer.com/
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Dale Joshua Brady 
Orange Park, Florida 

9 Apr 1938 ï 14 Apr 2011 

 

ORANGE PARK, FL: Funeral services for Dale Joshua Brady, 73, 

will be held 11 a.m. Tuesday, April 19, 2011 at St. Catherine's 

Catholic Church, 1649 Kingsley Avenue, Orange Park, Florida with 

Father James R. Boddie, Jr. officiating. Interment will follow in 

Jacksonville Memory Gardens Cemetery.  

Dale was born on April 9, 1938 in Breman, Ohio. He went home to 

be with the Lord on April 14, 2011 in Orange Park, FL surrounded 

by his family. Dale served his country proudly in the United Sates 

Army. He worked for Anchor Hocking, in Lancaster, OH and was on 

the Lancaster City Council from 1971-1975. He was the former Vice 

President of Unit Distribution. Dale was an Engineer by trade and 

was a member of the Florida Engineer Society in 1981. Dale invented and patented many different types of 

machinery. His current occupation was the developing of Medical Buildings.  

Dale leaves to cherish his memory his loving wife of 52 years, Patricia Ann Brady; son, William Brady; 

daughter, Mary Amanda Smith (Chris); twin brother, Dean Brady (Barbara); two sisters, Shirley Kester 

(Robert) and Cheril Martin (Doug); two grandchildren, Taylor and Tristan Smith, and many other loving 

family members and friends.  

The family will receive friends on Monday, April 18, 2011 from 5 p.m.- 7 p.m. at JACKSONVILLE 

MEMORY GARDENS FUNERAL HOME, 111 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park, FL. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on April 17, 2011 

Donald L. Beckley, Sr. 
Lancaster, Ohio 

11 Feb 2011 

 

LANCASTER: Donald L. 

Beckley, Sr., 73, of Lancaster, 

loving husband of 46 years to 

Alice Marie (Johnson) 

Beckley, passed away on 

Friday, February 11, 2011 at 

Fairfield Medical Center.  

In addition to his wife, Donald 

is survived by his children, 

Donald Beckley Jr., Ronald 

(Cindy) Beckley, Dennis 

(Trene') Beckley, Dawnice 

Beckley (Amir Marandi), Heather Beckley, Kimberly (Matt) 

Johnson; grandchildren, Ben, Doni Jo, Abrahm, Jeremy, Patricia, Jason (Alysia), Dennis Patrick, Sarah, 

Meagan, Mallory, Grace; great-grandchildren, Daniel, Devon and Kullen; sisters, Francis Marie Cumbo, 

Deloris Craig, Shirley (Champ) Smith and Barb (Howard) Braden; brothers, Paul Beckley and Eldon (Lora) 

Beckley; brother-in-law, George (Kathy) Johnson, sister-in-law, Charlotte (Frank) Dresbach; and many 

nieces and nephews. He will be sadly missed by his many friends and his golfing buddies at Valley View 

Golf Course and the class of '56 Breakfast Club at Traders Cafe. 

Donald was preceded in death by his parents, Frank and Evelyn Beckley; and his sister, Debbie Myers.  

He was a longtime member of First English Lutheran Church, an Avid Golfer and lifetime member of 

Valley View Golf Club. Donald was employed at Essex Wire Corporation as a Supervisor and Tool and 

Die Specialist and retired after 18 years of loyal service from Metal Powder Specialties as Plant Manager. 

Funeral service will be held at 1:00 p.m. Tuesday at the First English Lutheran Church with Rev. Brian 

Dillahunt officiating. Burial will follow in Maple Grove Cemetery, Lancaster. Friends may visit from 2-4 

and 6-8 p.m. Monday at Halteman-Fett-Dyer Funeral Home. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the First English Lutheran Church, 220 North Columbus 
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Street, Lancaster, OH 43130 in Donald's memory. To sign the online register, please visit 

www.haltemanfettdyer.com 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette from February 13 to February 14, 2011 

Manson óDavidô Nichols  

Lancaster, Ohio 

31 Jul 1938 - 24 Nov 2009 

 

LANCASTER: Manson 

"David" Nichols, age 71, of 

Lancaster, went to his Eternal 

Home on Tuesday November 

24, 2009 at his residence. 

He was a graduate of The Ohio 

State University and was an 

avid Buckeye Fan. David 

retired from the Diamond 

Power Company and was a 

member of the Loyal Order of 

the Moose and the United Steel 

Workers Union. He was a 

longtime member and loved the Mills Memorial United Methodist Church, and was a foster "Dad" for more 

than 68 children. 

He is survived by his wife of 35 years, Barbara E. (Coey) Nichols; his daughter, Shelley Anne Nichols of 

the home; father-in-law, Charles Coey, Lancaster; sisters, Betty Jeanne Younger, West Palm, FL, Marilyn 

Ruth DeLacey, Christ Church of New Zealand, Esther Louise and Bruce Avis, Mechanicsburg, PA; 

brother, Dr. Donald and Marion Nichols, Hillsboro, CA; several nieces and nephews; brother-inlaw and 

sister-in-law, Mike and Cathy Coey, Junction City, OH; god-son, Patrick David Morgan and his lap buddy, 

Peanut. 

The family gives a special thanks to David's caregiver for several years, Mary Jane Matthews; the staff at 

Fairfield Medical Center and FairHoPe Hospice; Interim Care Givers and the loving and caring, Dr. David 

Scoggin. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Dr. Manson Estel and Esther Louise Nichols his sister, Martha 

Joanne Nichols; and mother-in-law, Edna Faye Coey. 

Funeral service will be held Monday at 1:00 p.m. at the Mills Memorial United Methodist Church with 

Rev. Rita Brown and Rev. Harold Sturm officiating. Burial will follow in the Maple Grove Cemetery. 

Friends may call Sunday from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. at the Frank E. Smith Funeral Home, Lancaster, and 1 hour 

prior to service Monday at the Church. Memorials may be given to the Mills Memorial United Methodist 

Church or the Fairfield County Humane Society in David's memory. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com November 27, 2009 

Monte D. Hoover 
Lancaster, Ohio 

6 Aug 1938 - 13 Jul 2009 

 

LANCASTER: Monte D. Hoover, 70, went to sleep waiting on Jesus' 

return on Monday, July 13, 2009 at Fairfield Medical Center. 

He was a very caring and loving husband, father, and grandfather and 

will be deeply missed by his family and friends. He also loved his 

church family at the Seventh Day Adventist Church. He was a retired 

insurance agent and a Vietnam veteran serving in the US Air Force. 

Monte is survived by his wife, Saundra Hoover; sons, Brad Hoover 

of Tennessee and Jeff (Victory) Hoover of Mississippi; five step-

children, Nikki McCoy of Canal Winchester, Ohio, Tammy (Chris) 

Ervin of Columbus, Ohio, Sarah Barnes, Pete (Angie) Kocher all of 

Lancaster, Ohio, and Lorie Carroll of Zanesville, Ohio; several 

grandchildren; step-father and step-mother, Charles and Becky Hoover of Sunbury, Ohio; brother, David 

http://www.haltemanfettdyer.com/
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
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Hoover of Texas; several nieces, nephews, and friends. 

We all love you so much, Monte and await the day we can all be together again. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, Joyce Hoover; and mother, Mary Hoover. 

Funeral service will be held Friday, July 17, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. in the FRANK E. SMITH FUNERAL 

HOME CHAPEL, 405 N. COLUMBUS ST., LANCASTER, OHIO 43130 with Freda Shultz officiating. 

A graveside service will be held at 1:00 p.m. Friday, July 17, 2009 in Sunbury Memorial Park, Sunbury, 

Ohio. Friends may visit Thursday from 2-4 & 6-8 p.m. at the funeral home. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com July 15, 2009 

Sally Lynn (Rodman) Kelley 

Columbus, Ohio 

26 Apr 1938 - 23 Jun 2009 

 

COLUMBUS: Sally Lynn Kelley, age 71, passed away on June 23, 

2009. She was surrounded by her loved ones who were by her side 

during her last days fighting a brief battle with cancer. 

Retired from the State of Ohio Dept. of Youth Services.  

Preceded in death by her parents, Chuck and Marguerite Rodman; 

and sister, Carol Walters.  

Survived by husband of 37 years, Charles Donaven Kelley; 

daughters, Deborah L. (Richard) Garren, Cynthia L. (Mark Case) 

Gesick, Christine M. (Martin) Robinson, Kim (Jay) Teetzel, and 

Karlene (Bridget) Kelley; grandchildren, Tiffany B. Shepherd, 

Michael A. Robinson, Martin W. Robinson, Lyndsey N. Gesick, 

Jared N. Garren, Daniel J. Gesick, Joseph B. Gesick, Rachel L. Robinson, Zach Garren, Nicole Deemer, 

Zach Teetzel, Andrew Teetzel; great grandchildren, James Colman, Kyle Camp, and Lainey Deemer; 

beloved pets, Bandit and Puppy; and many other extended family members and dear friends. 

Sally will always be remembered as a loving wife, mother, grandmother, and great grandmother. 

Memorial service will be held at 7 p.m. Friday, June 26, 2009 at SCHOEDINGER EAST CHAPEL, 5360 

E. Livingston Ave., where family will receive friends from 4 p.m. until time of service. 

Sally's family would like to thank the staff at Mt. Carmel East Hospice, particularly Lilli, Pat, and Brenda, 

for the wonderful care they gave. 

Contributions may be made to Mt. Carmel Hospice, c/o Mt. Carmel Foundation, 793 W. State St., 

Columbus, Ohio 43222. To share memories or condolences, please visit www.schoedinger.com 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com June 25, 2009 

Sharon R. (Driver) Winegardner 
Lancaster, Ohio 

28 Aug 1938 ï 5 May 2009 

 

LANCASTER: Sharon R. Winegardner, 70, of Lancaster, went home 

to be with the Lord on May 5, 2009. 

She was born on August 28, 1938 to the late Ralph & Dora 

(Shumaker) Driver. Sharon loved spending time with her children, 

grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

Sharon is survived by her children, Tim McKenzie of Alaska, Cheryl 

Howard of Thornville, Jodi McKenzie of Reynoldsburg, Jeff 

McKenzie of Lancaster, Beth (Tom) Lane of Lancaster; 

grandchildren, Jeramie, Jessica, Brooks, Whitney, Megan, Rylee, 

Bailee; great grandchildren, Capri, Gavin, Madison, Isaiah, Atlas, 

Lauren, Lilly; brothers, Carl (Bona) Driver of Zanesville, Dale 

(Kathy) Driver of Lancaster; many nieces & nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her parents; grandchildren, Michelle, Jerome, Cheryl; brothers, Paul & Cless 

Driver. 

Funeral Services will be conducted at 1:00 p.m. Friday, May 8, 2009 at the Sheridan Funeral Home. 

Interment will be in West Rushville Cemetery. Visitation will be on Thursday from 2-4 & 6-8 p.m. at the 

funeral home and from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Friday. 

http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
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Memorial contributions may be made to FairHoPe Hospice. 

To send an online condolence and sign guestbook, please visit: www.webfh.com/sheridan funeral home 

and click obituaries. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com May 6, 2009 

Ronald L. Blosser 
Sugar Grove, Ohio 

23 Oct 1938 ï 28 Dec 2008 

 

Ronald L. Blosser, 70, of Sugar Grove, passed away Sunday, Dec. 

28, 2008, at Fairfield Medical Center in Lancaster. 

He was born Oct. 23, 1938, in Lancaster, son of the late Alonzo and 

Marie Daubenmire Blosser. Ronald was married for 27 years to 

Sharon Wentz Blosser, who survives. 

He was the owner of Hidden Haven Shooting Preserve and Sporting 

Clays and a Marine Veteran. Ronald retired from Diamond Power as 

a Drafting Manager and was a life member of the NRA, NSSF, 

USSA and NSCA. 

In addition to his wife, he is survived by sons, Greg (Sherri) Hintz of 

Lancaster and Doug (Sarah) Hintz of Sugar Grove; daughters, Jody 

(Jeff) Milligan of Sugar Grove, Jamie (Mark) Hurd of Logan and Brenda (Steve) Fischer of Ashville; 

grandchildren, Joshua and Jessica Milligan, Jacob Powers, Erik Fischer, Matthew Fischer, Mikayla Hintz, 

Lauren Hintz, Cinnamon Poholsky and Kaylin and Abigail Hintz; and brother, Larry E. (Bonnie) Blosser of 

Lancaster. 

Ronald was preceded in death by his parents; and a grandson, Seth Hintz. 

Services will be take place at 10:30 a.m. Saturday in Cardaras Funeral Home, 183 E. Second St., Logan. 

Interment will be in St. Matthew Cemetery, Sugar Grove, with military graveside services being conducted 

by the Hocking County Honor Guard. 

Friends may call from 1 to 4 and 6 to 8 p.m. Friday at the funeral home. 

The family suggests contributions be made in memory of Ronald L. Blosser to Thomas E. Starzl 

Transplantation Institute, Medical Arts Building, Suite 400, 3708 Fifth Ave., Pittsburgh, PA 15213, or U.S. 

Sportsmen's Alliance, 801 Kingsmill Parkway, Columbus, OH 43229. 

Please sign his online guestbook at www.cardaras.com. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com 31 Dec 2008 

James E. Short 
Fostoria, Ohio 

7 Aug 1938 ï 11 Dec 2008 

 

James E. Short, 70, of rural Fostoria, passed away on Thursday, Dec. 

11, 2008, at his home. 

He was born Aug. 7, 1938, in Lancaster, to the late Raymond E. and 

Dorothy (Imler) Short. 

He married Susan Grove on Feb. 17, 1962, in Lancaster and she 

survives. 

Surviving with his wife of 46 years, Susan; are son, James R. Short 

of Fostoria and Denise Short; daughter, Deborah Lynn Short and her 

partner, Diane, of Toledo; grandchildren, Joshua James, Matthew 

Dennis, Amanda, J.J. and Brittany; sister, Patsy Martin; uncle, Paul 

Scholl, both of Lancaster; and brother-in-law, David Grove of 

Cincinnati. Also surviving are nieces, nephews and other extended family members. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; mothers and father-in-law, Dave and Ester Grove; aunt, Loyce 

Scholl; niece, Kimberly Martin; cousin, JoEllen Scholl; and brother-in-law, Ferd Martin. 

He graduated from Lancaster High School in 1956 and was in the U.S. Navy, aboard the USS Wisconsin 

where he traveled all around the world. 

He worked for Local No. 50 in Toledo as a pipe fitter and welder for 42 years. He also was a member of 

Fostoria Masonic Lodge No. 288 of FAM, Garfield Chapter No. 150, Fostoria Council No. 90, Demolay 

http://www.webfh.com/sheridan
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
http://www.cardaras.com/
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
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Commandary, Tiffin No. 9 and a member of Zenobia Shrine Temple of Toledo. 

He enjoyed golfing, fishing, spending time with his grandchildren, watching football - especially the 

Steelers - NASCAR and traveling with his wife and family. 

A celebration of James' life will take place at a later date. Contributions may be made to the Kansas 

Volunteer Fire Department in James' memory. 

Online expressions of sympathy may be made by visiting www.mann-hare.com 

The family is being assisted by Mann-Hare-Hoening Funeral Home, Fostoria, 419-435-6694. 

The family would like to thank Dr. Fondessy and his nurses, Kansas Volunteer Fire Department and 

Fostoria Home Health Care aids, especially Colleen. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com 13 Dec 2008 

Vaughn J. Smith 

Lancaster, Ohio 

26 Dec 1936 ï 18 Oct 2008 

 

Vaughn J. Smith, 71, of Lancaster, passed away Saturday, Oct. 18, 

2008, at The Pickering House. 

He was born Dec.26, 1936, in Lancaster, to the late Joseph and 

Gladys (Lindsey) Smith. Vaughn owned and operated the Bonded 

Service Station for many years and he retired from Anchor Hocking. 

Vaughn is survived by his wife of 50 years, Connie (Palmer) Smith; 

daughter, Terri Smith of Lancaster; son, Vaughn "Brian" (Judy) 

Smith of Lancaster; grandchildren, Jennifer Butt, Brett Hoch, 

Zachary Smith and Megan Smith; brothers and sisters, Pearl Schorr, 

Tom Smith, Herb Smith, John (Becky) Smith, Rebecca Alexander, 

Mike (Irene) Smith, Ralph Smith, Lucy (John) Triplett, Bev 

Morrison, Kay (Tom) Bennett and Judy (Howie) Jordan; brothers-in-law, Tom (E.J.) Palmer and Bob 

(Susan) Palmer; and many nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his daughter, Jill Smith; parents; and brother, Paul Smith. 

Services will be private. Interment will be in Maple Grove Cemetery. Sheridan Funeral Home is handling 

arrangements. 

To send an online condolence and sign the guestbook, please visit www.webfh.com/sheridanfuneralhome 

and click obituaries. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com 20 Oct 2008 

John Ernest Leohner 
Naples, Florida 

1 May 1938 - 20 Sep 2008 

 

Looking for copy of Lancaster Eagle Gazette obituaries for 

September 26, 2008 


