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Lancaster High School, Lancaster, Ohio, Class of 1953 

Remembrance Section of Class Directory 

 

This section may be incomplete!  Comments and corrections can be provided to Chet@LHS60.net. 
 

Classmates ï Classmates are included as were learn about them.   

Images ï Images are from the 1953 Mirage yearbook.  Current images are included when available. 

Dates ï Dates are included from the Social Security Death Index or obituaries when available. 

Obituaries ï Obituaries are included when available.  In many cases they are the source for adding a 

classmate and provide verification that information contained here is correct.   
 

Maurice R. Gordon 
Lancaster, Ohio 

24 Jan 2012 

 

LANCASTER: Maurice R. Gordon 76, of Lancaster passed away 

Tuesday January 24, 2012.  

He is survived by his loving wife Frances M. Gordon of Lancaster. 

The Gordons had five children, Roxanna Mansell, Kim Hurst, 

Michael R. Gordon, Mark R. Gordon and Myles R. Gordon; nine 

grandchildren; and 2 dozen great grandchildren. 

Services will be held at the Pickering House, 282 Sells Rd., 

Lancaster Saturday Januay 28, 2012 at 10:30 a.m., Burial with 

Military honors will be held at Maple Grove Cemetery at a later date. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on January 27, 

2012 

Fred Stewart 
Fort Mill, South Carolina 

1 Feb 1935 - 26 Aug 2010 

 
FORT MILL, SC: Fred Stewart, age 75, of Fort Mill, SC, passed 

away, Thursday, August 26th, 2010. 

He was born and raised in Lancaster Ohio and graduated from 

Lancaster High School in 1953. He continued in his studies at Ohio 

Wesleyan University, where he was a member of Phi Delta Theta 

Fraternity. Fred served his country in the Army and was stationed in 

Germany. He pursued a career at Farmers' and Citizens' Bank in 

Lancaster. Fred passionately enjoyed life. In his younger years, he 

enthusiastically pursued sky diving, cycling, and participating 

frequently in the annual cycling tour from Columbus to Portsmouth. 

As anyone who knew him can attest, Fred was a true original: 

eccentric, dramatic, warm, funny, smart, stubborn, and rigid at times, 

also generous to a fault. Other hobbies and  

interests he pursued to the extreme and shared passionately with everyone he knew, including collecting 

art, studying family heritage, Germany, Photography, WWII airplanes, making and drinking cappuccino, 

exploring various Christian denominations, listening to talk radio and collecting his beloved Volkswagens. 

Above all, throughout his life he was a man of strong faith, and was known for his extreme generosity to 

others, especially children. 

He was survived by his two sisters, Molly and her husband, Michael Osowski of Lancaster, and Sarah 

Stewart-Dunbar of Cincinnati; niece, Ann and her husband, Jeff Hunt of Columbus; nephew, Andrew 

Dunbar of Cincinnati; great nephew, Aaron Hunt of Columbus; and special friend, Mildred Leyshon. 

He is preceded in death by his wife, Marilyn Jenkins Stewart; brother-in-law, Robert Dunbar; and parents, 

Dana and Frieda Kirn Stewart.   

A graveside service will take place on Friday, September the 3rd, 2010 at 2:45 p.m. at Grandview 

mailto:Chet@LHS60.net
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Cemetery in Bremen. Family and friends may visit at the FRANK E SMITH FUNERAL HOME from 1:00 

p.m. until 2:30 p.m. Friday, prior to the service. 

Memorial contributions can be made in Fred's name to the American Diabetes Association, PO BOX 

11454, Alexandria, VA 22312. 

Originally published at www.LancasterEagleGazette.com August 31, 2010 

Richard L ester Farmer 

Baltimore, Ohio 

24 Jul 1934 - 12 Feb 2010 

 

BALTIMORE: Richard L. Farmer, 75, of Baltimore, passed away on 

Friday, February 12, 2010 at his home.  He was a member of the 

Lancaster Toast Masters and owner of Farmer Rentals. 

Richard is survived by his wife of 50 years, Patricia Farmer; sons, 

Richard Farmer of West Rushville, Michael Farmer of Baltimore, 

and Chad Farmer of Baltimore; daughter, Angela (Tim) Marcum of 

Charlotte, NC; three grandchildren, Katlyne, Kallob, and Ricky; 

sister, Shirley Jadwin of Lancaster; brother, Ronald Farmer of 

Washington Court House; and many nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, Lester and Ida Mae Farmer.  

Funeral service will be held at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday at the FRANK E. 

SMITH FUNERAL HOME, Lancaster with Chaplain Karl Hartmann 

officiating. Burial will follow in Maple Grove Cemetery, Baltimore. 

Family and friends may visit from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. Monday at the funeral home. 

The family wishes to express a special thanks to FairHoPe Hospice and The Pickering House. 

Originally published at www.LancasterEagleGazette.com February 14, 2010 

John W. Grove Jr.  

Columbus, Ohio 

1 Apr 1935 - 5 Feb 2010 

 

COLUMBUS: John W. Grove, Jr., 74, passed way February 5, 2010. 

He was born April 1, 1935 in Lancaster, Ohio to the late John and 

Wortha Grove. 

He is also preceded in death by his loving wife of 26 years, Carolyn. 

John is survived by his children, Donna (Mel) Poeppelmeyer, Debbie 

(Don) Quelette, Jeff (Julia) Roth; grandchildren, Donielle (Mark) 

Semp, Christopher Quelette, Derek Quelette, Anna (Shawn) Burns, 

Jennifer (John) Newsome, Christy (Arthur) Reyes, Summer Roth, 

Brittany Roth, Justin Stueve; great-grandchildren, Sean, Madison, 

Haley, Ryan, Dennis, Paulina, Hannah, Gavin, John, Violet, Jasmine, 

Skylar; brother, Lee "Uncle Punk" (Linda) Grove; nephew and 

nieces, Rick Cosgray, Chrissi Cosgray, Hallie (Stephen) Shopdell, Debbie McNichols; great nieces and 

nephews, Richard Cosgray, Jenny Cosgray, Stephanie Christie, Bobbie Christie; very dear friend, Nancy 

McNichols; and beloved cat, Miss Kitty. 

John was a member of St. Mark's Episcopal Church in Tampa, FL where he and his wife Carolyn were very 

active volunteering on various activities. He was a veteran of the US Marine Corps, proudly serving his 

country during the Korean War. John enjoyed all sports but especially Ohio State Buckeye football. He 

worked as an usher for many years watching his favorite Buckeye team. John loved gardening and took 

great pride in his fragrant roses. John's main passion was his family and spending time being a husband, 

dad, grandpa, uncle and friend. 

A Memorial Service will be held 7:00 p.m. Friday, February 12, 2010 at the SCHOEDINGER NORTH 

CHAPEL. 5554 Karl RD. where the family will receive friends from 6:00 p.m. until time of service. 

A special thank you to the nurses and caregivers, especially Terry and Donna with InCare Hospice and 

Desiree with Home Instead for their wonderful and compassionate care. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the American Cancer Society, Central Regional 

Office, 870 Michigan Ave., Columbus, Ohio 43215. Visit: www.schoedinger.com to share a favorite 

http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
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memory of John. 

Originally published at www.LancasterEagleGazette.com February 10, 2010 

Marlene Sue (Bunger) Wilson 

Lancaster, Ohio 

20 Feb 1935 - 1 Jan 2010 

 

Marlene Sue Wilson - LANCASTER: Marlene Sue Wilson, age 74, 

passed away at the Ohio State University Medical Center on Friday, 

January 1, 2010.  She is a member of the First United Methodist 

Church. She retired from Ginger's Little Lamb in Groveport where 

she was a daycare worker. Marlene also was a 1953 graduate of 

Lancaster High School. 

She is survived by her loving husband of 55 years, Ron Wilson of 

Lancaster and Hideaway Hills; daughter,  Debbie Sorrell of 

Lancaster; grandchildren, Jessica Sorrell of Lancaster and Dayle 

Wilson of Zanesville; and one great-grandson; brothers, John (Jody) 

Daniels of Cincinnati and Ed (Lori) Daniels of Las Vegas; sister, 

Margo (Phil) Brooks of Zanesville; and several nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her son, Steve Wilson; father, Paul Bunger; mother and step-father, Bernice 

and Dick Daniels. 

A service will take place on Thursday, January the 7th at 1:30 p.m. at the FRANK E. SMITH FUNERAL 

HOME, officiated by Pastor Tony Salvitore. Burial will follow the service at Floral Hills Memory Garden. 

Family and friends may call from 6 until 8 p.m. on Wednesday at the funeral home. 

In lieu of flowers donations can be made in her name to the Maywood Mission 1029 South Broad Street, 

Lancaster, OH 43130. 

Originally published at www.LancasterEagleGazette.com January 4, 2010 

William Lee Graybill  

Lancaster, Ohio 

20 Aug 1935 - 22 Dec 2009 

 

William Lee Graybill  LANCASTER: William Lee Graybill, age 74, 

of Lancaster, passed away December 22, 2009. 

William graduated from Lancaster High School, Class of 1953. He 

helped renew Lancaster High School Alumni after 30 years of 

absence. William was a portal chief at O.S.U. for 35 years. He was 

an avid photographer, writer, and historian. 

Survived by daughters, Deborah L. Garren, Cynthia L. Gesick, and 

Christine M. Robinson; eight grandchildren; three great 

grandchildren; dear friend, Linda Featherly; beloved pets; and many 

other extended family members and dear friends. 

Arrangements by SCHOEDINGER EAST CHAPEL, 614-861-6268. 

To view William's Life Tribute Video or send condolences to his 

family, please visit: www.schoedinger.com. 

Originally published at www.LancasterEagleGazette.com  December 

31, 2009 

http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
http://www.schoedinger.com/
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
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 Ruby Marlene Weaver 
Pickerington, Ohio 

6 Nov 1934 ï 13 Oct 2008 

 

Ruby Marlene Weaver, 73, touched the face of Jesus on Monday, 

Oct. 13, 2008, at The Pickering House. 

Ruby was born Nov. 6, 1934, to Earl and Gladys Lama Weaver, in 

Laurelville. She was born on 

Election Day and always boasted that, "Mom voted for me!" 

Ruby was a graduate of Lancaster High School Class of 1953. She 

was retired from Ohio Bell-AT&T as a long distance operator in 

Columbus, but started her career in Lancaster as a "Number Please?" 

operator before Lancaster's system became automated in the late 

1950s. She also volunteered with the Lifeline program at Fairfield 

Medical Center. Ruby was a life member of AT&T Pioneers. Ruby's 

beautiful snow white hair was her "Trade Mark." 

Ruby attended Victory Hill Church of God, but dearly loved and missed her favorite preacher, the late 

Pastor Ken Luke, of the Lancaster Church of God. 

She will be dearly missed by her brother, Bob (Doris) Weaver; sisters, Charlotte Weaver and Judy (Sonny) 

Groves; sister-in-law, Mary Weaver, all of Lancaster; and brother-in-law, Roger Noel of Anderson, S.C. 

Ruby was the favorite aunt to eight nieces and six nephews whom she considered her children. Great-

nieces, great-nephews and many friends also survive. 

She was greeted in Heaven by her parents; brother, Derrill; and sisters, Betty Weaver Schultz and Donna 

Weaver Noel. Also preceding her were Rod Conrad and Ed Schultz. 

The family will receive friends from 2 to 8 p.m. Friday at Halteman-Fett & Dyer Funeral Home in 

Lancaster. 

Services celebrating Ruby's life will take place at 11a.m. Saturday at the funeral home, with Pastor Robin 

Conley and the Rev. Jack Heinsohn Jr. officiating. 

Interment will follow at Floral Hills Memory Gardens in the Resurrection Garden. 

Memorials may be given to FairHoPe Hospice of Fairfield County, 282 Sells Road, Lancaster, OH 43130. 

Special care was given by Dr. Richard Sielski, Dr. David Cohn at Arthur James Cancer Hospital, Janet 

Schalinske and Andy Specht. 

"I am the Resurrection and the Life; he who believes in Me shall live even if he dies." John 11:25. 

Originally published at LancasterEagleGazette.com 16 Oct 2008 

Charles W. óBillô Echard
1
 

Lancaster, Ohio 

30 Dec 1932 - 4 Aug 2008 

 

Looking for copy of Lancaster Eagle Gazette obituaries for 

August 6, 2008 

                                                 
1
 Charles óBillô Echard is not listed in the 1953 Mirage Yearbook but is listed in the 2010 LHS Alumni 

Directory. 
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Rose Ann (Graham) Dennison 
Lancaster. Ohio 

15 Sep 1934 - 26 Jul 2008 

 

Looking for copy of Lancaster Eagle Gazette obituaries for 

July 28, 2008 

Mary Jane (Wharton) Kramer  

Lancaster, Ohio 

24 Feb 1935 ï 8 Jul 2008 

 

We are celebrating the life of Mary Jane (Wharton) Kramer, 73, of 

Lancaster, who passed away peacefully into her Heavenly home on 

Tuesday, July 8, 2008, surrounded by her family. 

She was born in Lancaster to Richard Lerch and Martha Jane 

(Fryman) Wharton on Feb. 24, 1935. 

She graduated from Lancaster High School in 1953. She spent her 

life as a homemaker.  Mary Jane was a kind and loving soul who was 

vigilant on her walk with the Lord. She had many  joys in her life, 

her children, her teddy bears, gospel music, her "Annie Cat" and 

attending the WCG women's group at First Church of God.   

She is survived by her children, Connie (Steve) Wengert and John 

(Cheryl) McCullough; grandchildren, Steven (Carla) Wengert, Richard (Karen) Wengert and Ashley Dawn 

McCullough; great-grandchildren, Tristin and Megan Wengert; and several aunts, uncles and cousins. She 

also leaves her church family at First Church of God, especially the Rev. Bill and Kathy Means. They were 

her shepherds on her walk with the Lord, as well as on her journey home. 

She was preceded in death by her loving parents, Richard and Martha Wharton; and her husband, Dann S. 

Kramer. 

Friends may call from 7 to 9 p.m. Thursday and from noon to 2 p.m. Friday at First Church of God, 732 E. 

Sixth Ave., Lancaster. Services will take place at 2 p.m. Friday in the church with Pastor William P. Means 

officiating. Burial will follow in Maple Grove Cemetery. 

The family would like to extend their heartfelt thanks and appreciation to Dr. Brian Varney and staff, as 

well as Lillian, Mila and Lori, at Mount Carmel Hospital-East. Thanks also to Ernie, Lou, Karen and Lisa 

from FairHoPe Hospice for their kindness and caring in their hour of need. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to First Church of God in Mary Jane's memory. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle Gazette July 10, 2008 


