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Lancaster High School, Lancaster, Ohio, Class of 1949 

Remembrance Section of Class Directory 

 

This section may be incomplete!  Comments and corrections can be provided to Chet@LHS60.net. 
 

Classmates ï Classmates are included as we learn about them.   

Images ï Images are from a 1949 Mirage yearbook.  Current images are included when available. 

Dates ï Dates are included from the Social Security Death Index or obituaries when available. 

Obituaries ï Obituaries are included when available.  In many cases they are the source for adding a 

classmate and provide verification that information contained here is correct 

 

Mary Ann Palm 
Lancaster, Ohio 

29 Nov 1929 ï 25 Jan 2012 

 

LANCASTER: Mary Ann Palm, 82, of Lancaster passed away 

Wednesday January 25, 2012 at Crestview Rehabilitation and Skilled 

Nursing Service. She was born on November 29, 1929 in Dayton to 

the late John and Mary (Roose) Palm. Mary retired from Anchor 

Hocking Corp, Lancaster and was a member of the New Life 

Christian Center. 

Mary is survived by her sister Dorothy Danelle; 3 nieces, 2 nephews, 

12 great nieces and nephews, 1 great great niece and 2 great great 

nephews, numerous cousins. She was also preceded in death by her 

sister Martha Palm. 

Funeral Services will be conducted at 1:00PM Saturday January 28, 

2012 at the New Life Christian Center. Interment will be in Maple 

Grove Cemetery. Visitation will be on Saturday from noon to 1:00PM at the church. In lieu of flowers 

memorial contributions may be given to the Young at Heart c/o New Life Christian Center. The 

SHERIDAN FUNERAL HOME are handling the arrangements.To send an online condolence and sign the 

guestbook, please visit www.sheridanfuneralhome.net and click obituaries. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on January 26, 2012 

Donald G. Stepleton 
Pickerington, Ohio 

11 Aug 2011 

 

PICKERINGTON: Donald G. Stepleton, age 79, of Pickerington, 

Thursday, August 11, 2011. Donald was a veteran of the U.S. Coast 

Guard and Past-Commander of David Johnston American Legion 

Post #283.  

He is survived by his wife of 22 years, Sherry; 8 beloved children 

and many grandchildren. Donald was preceded in death by his 

parents, Durbin and Burdell Lillian Stepleton and youngest son, 

Todd. 

Friends may visit Monday, 2-4 & 6-8 PM, at the DWAYNE R. 

SPENCE FUNERAL HOME, 550 Hill Road North (St. Rt. 256), 

Pickerington, OH, 43147, where the funeral service will be held 

11:00 AM Tuesday. Interment Violet Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, 

donations may be made to David Johnston American Legion Post #283, 7725 Refugee Rd., Pickerington, 

OH, 43147 in Donald's memory. Online condolences at www.spencefuneralhome.com 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on August 13, 2011 

mailto:Chet@LHS60.net
http://www.sheridanfuneralhome.net/
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/coast-guard/?personid=153060214&affiliateID=2828
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/coast-guard/?personid=153060214&affiliateID=2828
http://www.spencefuneralhome.com/
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Roy R. "Pete" Harden 

Lancaster, Ohio 

1 Dec 1931 ï 18 Jun 2011 

 

LANCASTER: Roy R. "Pete" Harden, 79 of Lancaster passed away 

Saturday June 18, 2011 at the Fairfield Medical Center. He was born 

on December 1, 1931 in Junction City. Pete served in the U. S. Air 

Force during the Korean Conflict. He retired from Anchor Hocking 

in 1987. Pete was a member of St. Bernadette Catholic Church, the 

American Legion and the Elks. 

Pete is survived by his son Mark (Lynn) Harden of Thornville; 

daughter Marla Cox of Sugar Grove; grandchildren Tara (Brian) 

Bane, Lauren Harden, Katie Harden, Derrick Cox, Connor Cox, Isaac 

Cox; 5 great grandchildren; mother Evelyn (Cave) Mann; brother in 

law Larry (Kay) Smith, sister in law Barb (Jack) Wright, nieces and 

nephews. He was preceded in death by his wife Shirley (Smith) 

Harden, father Herbert Harden and brother Herbert Gene Harden. 

Mass of Christian Burial will be conducted 3:00PM Tuesday June 21, 2011 at St. Bernadette Catholic 

Church with Fr. Thomas Kessler as celebrant. 

Interment will be St. Mary Cemetery at a later date. Visitation will be on Tuesday from 1:30PM to 2:30PM 

at the SHERIDAN FUNERAL HOME. In lieu of flowers memorial contributions may be made to St. 

Bernadette Catholic Church. To send an online condolence and sign guestbook, please visit 

www.sheridanfuneralhome.net and click obituaries. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on June 19, 2011 

Ann (Vlerebome) Sorenson*  

York Harbor, Maine 

30 Dec 1931 ï 8 Apr 2011 

 

YORK HARBOR, ME: Ann Vlerebome Sorenson, 79, died Friday, 

April 8th, 2011 at her residence at Sentry Hill in York Harbor, 

Maine. 

She was born on December 30th, 1931 in Lancaster Ohio, the 

daughter of Arthur and Mary Kathryn Vlerebome. Ann grew up in 

Lancaster with her younger brother Allan. She later graduated from 

Columbus School for Girls and Sweet Briar College, class of 1953. 

At the age of 17 she felt called to serve Christ and began following a 

lifelong path of service. She earned her Master's of Divinity from 

Union Seminary in New York City in 1955. 

While married to her former husband, John H. Sorenson, Ann began 

a family as a minister's wife in Panama and New Jersey. 

In 1969, as a single parent she joined the faculty at Northfield Mount 

Hermon School in Northfield, MA as a teacher of Religious Studies. Later she became the department chair 

of the Outreach Program and placed students in community service and practical apprenticeship positions. 

She enjoyed a sabbatical visiting many of America's National Parks. After nearly 20 years with NMH 

School, Ann Retired in 1988. In her early years of retirement she lived in Indiana, Ohio, & Texas. 

Ann revered human life and nature. For several years Ann focused her attention with AIDS Ministry, 

offering comfort and support to terminal AIDS patients early on when nearly all of society shunned them. 

She was also an outspoken peace activist, doing her best to educate people about the same nuclear dangers 

headlining today's news. 

In 2001 Ann Sorenson moved back to Massachusetts to be closer to her children Marael (Mary) and Mark. 

In 2007 she moved to Sentry Hill in York Harbor, Maine as her struggle with Alzheimer's began. Mark and 

his wife and Marael were able to offer help to Ann with her everyday life challenges while she resided in 

York over the past five years. 

Ann is survived by her daughter, Marael Sorenson; son, Mark and his wife, Katie Sorenson; Ann's 

grandchildren include Eric Fernald and his wife, Keri as well as Ryan Fernald and his wife, Dawn; Ann's 
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great grandsons are Soren and Django Fernald; Ann is also survived by her brother, Allan Vlerebome and 

his wife, Marty. She felt close to their children, Kathy Kittredge, and her son, Michael, Peter Vlerebome 

and his wife, Tina and their son's, Conner, Cramer & Crew. 

 

Calling hours for Ann will be held from 4 to 6 p.m. on Monday, April 11 in Lucas & Eaton Funeral Home, 

91 Long Sands Road, York, Maine. Immediately after visitation hours, family and friends are invited to 

Mark & Katie's home in York Harbor, ME. A private family burial will be held in May at the First Parish 

Cemetery in York and an informal ceremony is being planned at NMH School. Visit 

www.lucaseatonfuneralhome.com 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Ann's name to Beacon Hospice Inc., 42 Brickyard Court, York, 

ME 03909 www.beaconhospice.com 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on April 11, 2011 

*  Ann (Vlerebome) Sorenson is listed as a classmate in the 2010 LHS Alumni Directory but could not be 

found in the 1949 Mirage yearbook. 

Ruth C (Appel) Poole*  

Lancaster, Ohio 

26 Feb 1931 ï 6 Feb 2011 

 

LANCASTER: Ruth C Poole was born February 26, 1931 to the late 

Carl and Mary Appel and died February 6, 2011 at Pickering House.  

Loved to crochet, enjoyed doing jigsaw and crossword puzzles and 

loved her animals. Retired from Fairfield County Welfare office.  

Survived by stepson, Gary (Mary) Knece; grandchildren, Rusty & 

Kassi (Jeff) Hamlan; siblings, Norene Peck, Martha (Don) Holbrook, 

Esther (Phil Stephenson) Boyer, George (Thelma) Appel & Harry 

(Janice) Appel; many nieces & nephews; and furry friend, Bandit.  

Preceded in death by husband, William; sisters, Eleanora Morrow & 

Luella Kuhn. 

Memorial Service at a later date. Memorial Contributions may be 

made to Fairhope Hospice in Lancaster or Calvary Lutheran Church 

in Lancaster. Ohio Cremation & Memorial Society/Rodman Funeral 

Service. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on February 15, 2011 
*  Ruth (Appel) Pooling was not listed in the 1949 Mirage Yearbook but is identified as a classmate in the 2010 LHS Alumni Directory 

John Albert Duvall  
Lancaster, Ohio 

20 Apr 1930 ï 18 Dec 2010 

 

LANCASTER: John Albert Duvall, 80 of Lancaster passed away 

Saturday, December 18, 2010 at the Fairfield Medical Center. John 

was born in Lancaster Ohio, on April 20, 1930 and was a member of 

the Lancaster United Brethren in Christ Church. He was also a 

member of the Farm Council, retired from Anchor Hocking after 37 

years and worked for Fairfield Nation Bank for 10 years. 

John is survived by his wife, Alice M. Duvall; children, Douglas E. 

Duvall, Lancaster, Deborah L. (Brad) Benadum, Lancaster, Susan N. 

(Ron) Graham, Marysville, OH, Paul D. Duvall, Lancaster and David 

R. (Kimberly) Duvall, Wayne, OH; grandchildren, Joanna, Megan, 

Christopher, Jonathan and Daniel. 

He was preceded in death by parents, John W. and Huldah Duvall; 

sister, Betty Duvall. 

Funeral service will be held 10:30 a.m. Tuesday at The Lancaster United Brethren in Christ Church with 

Rev. Greg Voight and Rev. Henry Cadwell officiating. Friends and relatives may call Sunday 6-8 p.m. and 

Monday 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. at the Halteman-Fett & Dyer Funeral Home and one hour prior to the service at 

the church Tuesday.  

http://www.lucaseatonfuneralhome.com/
http://www.beaconhospice.com/
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Memorial gifts may be given to the Lancaster United Brethren in Christ Church, Kidney Foundation or 

American Heart Association . 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on December 19, 2010 

Patricia Brown  

Lancaster, Ohio 

21 Nov 2010 

 

LANCASTER: Patricia Brown, age 79, of Lancaster, Ohio, died 

Sunday, November 21, 2010 at The Pickering House. 

A journalism graduate of The Ohio State University, she became a 

member of Theta Sigma Phi, (later Women in Communications Inc). 

She was a life member of The Ohio State University Alumni 

Association, and had served for several years as president of the 

Lancaster Fairfield County Alumnae Club of The OSU Alumni 

Association. 

She served for many years as recording secretary of the Board of 

Directors of Fairfield Heritage Association, and was named director 

emeritus. She volunteered as a docent and later as a receptionist at 

the Georgian, and also had volunteered in various capacities during 

Pilgrimage tours, including publicity chair, as well as other Fairfield 

Heritage events. 

She served as treasurer, vice president and finally as president of Friends of the Library of Ohio University-

Lancaster. She was a member of Fairfield Medical Center's Twig Two, and the Lancaster Branch of the 

American Association of University Women. She volunteered at the Decorative Arts Center of Ohio, and 

she was a long-time Lancaster Festival volunteer. She was a member of the Olivedale Senior Center, and 

was a member of the Grace United Church of Christ. 

She retired from the Mead Corporation as an editor in the publications department, and from the Lancaster 

Eagle-Gazette, where she wrote a column, "Pausing with Pat."  

She loved her home and her hometown; animals, especially cats and dogs; The Ohio State University; 

writing; books; flowers; music; and vintage movies. 

She is survived by cousins and their extended families; dear friends; and her much-loved cat, Emily. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, V. F. (Brownie) and Betty J. Brown; aunts, uncles and cousins. 

No calling hours will be observed, but surviving family and friends are invited to attend graveside services 

at Forest Rose Cemetery, Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. with Pastor Dale Ann Gray officiating.  

Memorial gifts may be given to the Grace United Church of Christ; the Fairfield County Humane Society; 

or the Fairfield Heritage Association in Pat's memory. 

Arrangements were completed by the Frank E. Smith Funeral Home, Lancaster. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on November 23, 2010 

James P. Reid  
Lancaster, Ohio 

4 Jun 1930 - 15 Mar 2010 

 

LANCASTER: James P. Reid, 

79, of Lancaster, passed away 

Monday March 15, 2010 at the 

Crestview Rehabilitation & 

Skilled Nursing Service.  

He was born on June 4, 1930 

in Lancaster to the late Noah 

E. & Alberta (Lagore) Reid. 

James served in the U.S. Army 

during the Korean War. He 

was the past Deputy County 

Auditor, Lancaster City Treasurer, Lancaster City Auditor, and the 

Fairfield County Auditor retiring in 1995. James was a lifetime member of the Baltimore V.F.W. and a 

http://media2.legacy.com/adlink/5306/1630008/0/3380/AdId=1107207;BnId=1;itime=764353699;ku=1199955;key=NKF;nodecode=yes;link=https:/www.kidney.org/support/makegift_clio/index.cfm?promo=lg08&fn=John&ln=Duvall
http://media2.legacy.com/adlink/5306/1630008/0/3380/AdId=1107323;BnId=1;itime=764353740;ku=1126232;key=AHA;nodecode=yes;link=https:/donate.americanheart.org/ecommerce/donation/acknowledgement_info.jsp?campaignId=68&site=Heart&itemId=prod20007&firstName=John&lastName=Duvall
http://www.legacy.com/legacies/ohio-state/?personid=146784170&affiliateID=2828
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former member of the Tarhe Shrine Club. He was active in the Fairfield County Little League and was an 

official for High School Football for many years. 

James is survived by his wife, Patricia Reid; son, Kevin P. (Kristy) Reid of Minnesota; daughter, Stacey 

(Michael H.) Thimmes of Lancaster; sister, Lois (Tom) Nelson of Clearwater, FL; nieces and nephews. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; and brother, Robert L. Reid.  

A Graveside service will be conducted at 1:00 p.m. Friday, March 19, 2010 at Maple Grove Cemetery with 

Military Honors. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Baltimore VFW or Meals on Wheels. 

To send an online condolence and sign guestbook, please visit: www.webfh.com/sheridanfuneralhome and 

click obituaries. 

The family would like to thank Dr. Dominguez and the staff at Crestview for the excellent care given to 

James. 

Originally published at www.LancasterEagleGazette.com March 18, 2010 

Dr. June (Jenkinson) Slobodian
1
 

Lancaster, Ohio 

21 Jun 1932 ï 10 May 2009 

 

LANCASTER: Dr. June Jenkinson Slobodian, 76, of Lancaster, left 

this world to join her loved ones in Heaven and to await those who 

will f ollow on Sunday, May 10, 2009. Her illness was sudden, but 

she passed from death into eternal life peacefully. 

Born Virginia June Jenkinson on June 21, 1932, in Bremen, Ohio, 

she was the daughter of the late Justin and Dora (George) Jenkinson 

and the wife of the late Dr. Dmitri "Joe" Slobodian. In addition to her 

husband, she was preceded in death by her eldest son, Joseph. 

Dr. Slobodian received her bachelors and masters degrees from Ohio 

University and her doctorate from Kent State University, where she 

was one of 150 recipients of the National Defense Education 

Fellowship in 1962. She was the first enrollee of the OU-Lancaster 

Branch Campus. She was a teacher, a school psychologist, and 

administrator for Kindergarten thru College in Michigan and Ohio.  Dr. Slobodian served as Assistant 

Superintendent in Alexander Local School District, (Athens County, Ohio) and Superintendent of Schools 

in Athens, Ohio. She served as part-time instructor in the Education Department of Ohio University, 

Lancaster and Chillicothe campuses. She was a founding employee and beloved volunteer for the Fairfield 

Christian Academy, Lancaster. Dr. Slobodian operated a private learning center for students needing 

educational assistance. In addition she authored numerous professional articles and had news columns in 

both the Athens Messenger and Lancaster Eagle Gazette. Dr. Slobodian had a gift of teaching and took joy 

in sharing that gift with students of all ages. 

June was a loving mother and grandmother. She is survived by her son, Daniel Slobodian; her sister and 

brother-in-law, Mary Lou and Robert Majors; two grandchildren, Robert Raver and Laura Lynn Slobodian; 

special friends, Janice and Joe Raver; and numerous other relatives and friends. 

June loved her Lord and considered herself blessed to be a member of the Fairfield Christian Church family 

where services will be held 10:00 a.m. Saturday with visiting Pastor Dale DeNeal officiating. A private 

burial will take place in Maple Grove Cemetery, Lancaster. 

In lieu of flowers, friends are asked to contribute to the Fairfield Christian Academy, Dr. June Slobodian 

Memorial Fund, 1965 N. Columbus St., Lancaster, Ohio 43130. The family is being served by the 

Halteman-Fett & Dyer Funeral Home. 

Originally published at www.LancasterEagleGazette.com May 13, 2009 

                                                 
1
 Dr. June (Jenkinson) Slobodian is listed as a classmate in the 2000 LHS Alumni Directory but could not 

be located in the 1949 Mirage yearbook. 

http://www.webfh.com/sheridanfuneralhome
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
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Lois (Fauble) Martin  

Columbus, Ohio 

22 Jan 1932 - 31 Jul 2008 

 

Looking for copy of Lancaster Eagle Gazette obituaries for 

August 2, 2008 

Jerry Lee Morris  

Winston Salem, North Carolina 

18 Jan 1931 - 29 May 2008 

 

Jerry Lee Morris, 77, loving husband, father and grandfather, passed 

away Thursday, May 29, 2008, at Forsyth Medical Center. 

 

Incomplete 

 

Looking for copy of Lancaster Eagle Gazette obituaries for 

June 13, 2008 

Natalie N. (Burdette) Hoffman 

Marlborough, Massachusetts 

5 Sep 1931 - 5 Apr 2005 

 

Natalie N. (Burdette) Hoffman, 73, of Marlborough, Mass., died 

Tuesday, April 5, 2005, at Umass Memorial-Marlborough Hospital 

after being stricken ill at home.  

She was the wife of Ned Hoffman, who died in 1995.  

Born in Newark, Ohio, she was the daughter of the late Neal and 

Mary (Noel) Burdette and lived in Marlborough for many years.  

She grew up in Ohio and graduated from Lancaster High School in 

1949, then attended Miami University of Ohio in Oxford. She 

transferred to Ohio State University of Fine Arts from which she 

graduated in 1956 with a bachelor of fine arts degree.  

She moved to Massachusetts in the early 1960s, and lived in Harvard 

Square in Cambridge, where she was employed as house secretary of 

Quincy House and Harvard University for five years.  

Mrs. Hoffman was an accomplished artist in several medium, including painting, drawing, sculpturing, 

metalworking and beadworking. She used her skills for more than 27 years as an arts teacher at Curtis 

Middle School in Sudbury until her retirement in December 1995.  

She was an artist, art teacher, jewelry designer, and musician who studied painting with Roy Lichtenstein, 

sculpturing with Tom Doyle, to whom she was married, and art history guided by Jerome Hausman and 

Manny Barkham.  
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She and her husband Ned owned and operated the Gazebo Shop in Marlborough until early 1996.  

She leaves her brother, Neal W. Burdette Jr. of Lancaster, Ohio; her close friend and house-mate, Deborah 

E. Stone McCarthy; and her stepson, Sam Hoffman of California. She was the stepmother of George 

Hoffman III, who died in 2003.  

Following cremation at Rural Crematory in Wochester, burial was made in the Massachusetts National 

Cemetery in Bourne with her husband.  

Memorials may be made to the Arts Alliance, Visual Arts Scholarship, 155 Apsley St., Hudson, Mass. 

01749.  

John P. Rowe Funeral Home, Marlborough, directed the arrangements.  

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle Gazette July 22, 2005 

Paul Mart in Ochs 

Fredrick, Maryland 

18 Jul 1931 ï 16 Jun 2004 

 

Looking for copy of Lancaster Eagle Gazette obituaries for 

June 17, 2004 

Frances M. (Rooker) Edgington 
 

24 Nov 1930 ï 17 May 2004 

 

Looking for copy of Lancaster Eagle Gazette obituaries for 

May 21, 2004 

James F. Hyde
2
 

Lancaster, Ohio 

27 Jan 1931 ï 4 Apr 2004 

 

Looking for copy of Lancaster Eagle Gazette obituaries for 

April 6, 2004 

                                                 
2
 James Hyde is listed as a classmate in the 2000 LHS Alumni Directory but could not be located in the 

1949 Mirage yearbook. 
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William H. "Bill" Sifford  

Tiffin, Ohio 

18 Jan 1931 ï 21 Feb 2004 

 

William H. "Bill" Sifford, 73, of Tiffin, formerly of 664 E. Spayth 

St., died Saturday, Feb. 21, 2004, at Elmwood Assisted Living at the 

Shawhan.  

He was born Jan. 18, 1931, in Lancaster to the late William R. 

Sifford and Helene Applegate. He married Vera Fahrer, who 

survives, on July 24, 1955, at Emmanuel Lutheran Church in 

Lancaster. He was a 1949 graduate of Lancaster High School and 

attended Terra Community College.  

He was retired from Advertiser-Tribune as a printer for 33 years, 

worked at North End Press in Lancaster, Beaver Press in Columbus 

and Lawhead Press in Athens. He served on church council as former 

secretary at First Lutheran Church and played on the church dartball 

team, and for many years took care of the maintenance of church bells. He was president of Columbian 

band boosters, past member of Lions Club and president and treasurer for Tiffin T-squares, member of 

Allen Eiry Senior Center, where he enjoyed going on many of their trips. He was a member of First 

Lutheran Church. He was a Korean conflict veteran serving in the Navy from 1952 to 1955.  

Also surviving are daughters, Victoria (David) Chinchar of Kent, Wash., and Christine (Paul) Bhe of 

Indianapolis, Ind.; sister, Barbara Swartz of Lancaster; and grandchildren, Brian, Michael and Erin 

Chinchar.  

He was preceded in death by infant brother, Daniel; and brother-in-law, Norman Swartz.  

Services will be held Saturday, Feb. 28, at 3 p.m. at First Lutheran Church with the Rev. Robert Thacker 

officiating. Burial will take place at Forest Rose Cemetery, Lancaster, at a later date.  

Visitation will take place from 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday at First Lutheran Church in Tiffin.  

Hoffmann-Gottfried Funeral Home of Tiffin is in charge of the arrangements.  

Memorial may be made to First Lutheran Church, Ohio Parkinson's Foundation Northwest Region and 

Allen Eiry Senior Center.  

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle Gazette Wednesday, February 25, 2004 

William J. Beery 

Lancaster, Ohio 

11 Jul 1931 ï 17 Oct 2001 

 

Looking for copy of Lancaster Eagle Gazette obituaries for 

October 19, 2001 


