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Lancaster High School, Lancaster, Ohio, Class of 1943 

Remembrance Section of Class Directory 

 

This section may be incomplete!  Comments and corrections can be provided to Chet@LHS60.net. 
 

Classmates ï Classmates are included as we learn about them.   

Images ï Images are from a 1943 Mirage Yearbook.  Current images are included when available. 

Dates ï Dates are included from the Social Security Death Index or obituaries when available. 

Obituaries ï Obituaries are included when available.  In many cases they are the source for adding a 

classmate and provide verification that information contained here is correct.   
 

Charles Montague 
Henderson, Nevada 

- 2011 

 

Henderson, Nevada: Charles "Chuck" Montague 86 passed away in 

Henderson, Nevada with his family by his side. He was a member of 

The First United Methodist Church, a 1943 Lancaster High School 

graduate, Navy Veteran of World War 2, member of Mould Maker's 

Union #173, life member American Legion Post #11, football and 

basketball official and past President of South Eastern Ohio officials. 

He was also a lifetime member of The Lancaster Soap Box Derby, 

member of Elks Lodge #570, Olivedale Senior Citizens and a 

member of Valley View Golf Club for 40 years. 

He retired from Anchor Hocking Glass Plant #2 as General Manager 

of Mold and Machine and Mold Cleaning in 1982. He is survived by 

his loving wife of 67 years, Betty Lou Kneller Montague, son Greg 

Montague and fiancé Tracey Holthaus all from Henderson, Nevada. 

Granddaughter Mrs. Angel and (Steve) Leach, great granddaughters 

Emily and Ashley Leach and great grandson Zachary Leach of 

Owensboro Kentucky, grandson Scott and (Kim) Woodward and great granddaughter Hailee Woodward of 

Lexington Kentucky, son-in-law JW Woodward of the Villages Florida, and brother-in-law Gene Kneller 

of  Metairie, Louisiana. 

He was preceded in death by his daughter Linda (Montague) Woodward, sister and brother-in-law Gay and 

Bob Brenstuhl, parents Parker and Stella Montague and his special in laws Randall and Helen Kneller. 

Caring cremation will follow in Henderson, Nevada, arrangements made through the Frank E. Smith 

Funeral Home. Memorials may be given in his name to the charity of your choice . 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on November 28, 2011 

mailto:Chet@LHS60.net
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Ruth Allene (Armstrong) Hecox 
Lancaster, Ohio 

6 Feb 1925 ï 23 Jul 2011 

 

LANCASTER: Ruth Allene Armstrong Hecox, 86, passed on July 

23, 2011 at the Pickering House in Lancaster, Ohio. 

Ruth was born February 6, 1925 to the late Roy and Brunella 

(Dilger) Armstrong; also preceding her in death were her sister, 

Virginia Rieser; and brother, Joseph (JoAnn) Armstrong. 

She is survived by her beloved husband, of 65 years, William Hecox; 

son, Thane and Wilma Hecox; daughters, Diane and Dr. James 

Hermann, and Lynne and Jerry Solt; grandchildren, Thane (Leigh) 

Hecox, Amy (Matt) Saylor, Andrew (Maggie) Hermann, Dr. Bridget 

Hermann, Elizabeth (Ben) Jones; sister, Kathryn Mosier; brother, Jon 

(Sandy) Armstrong; brother-in-law, Elmer Rieser; extended family, 

Lois and Steve Davis and their children, Bennett and Garrett. 

Ruth was a lifelong member of Lancaster Presbyterian Church. 

Honoring Ruth's wishes no funeral or calling hours will be observed. 

Donations may be given to FairHoPe Hospice & Palliative Care, 282 

Sells Rd., Lancaster, OH 43130. Arrangements by Dwayne R. Spence Funeral Home & Crematory. 

Condolences at www.spencefuneralhome.com 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on July 28, 2011 

Jean A. (Stein) Wharton  

Lancaster, Ohio 

7 Jul 2011 

 

Lancaster: Jean A. Wharton, 85, of Lancaster, passed away on 

Thursday, July 7, 2011, at Fairfield Medical Center. 

Jean was a member of St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Lancaster. 

Jean is survived by her daughter, Susan (Austin) Hobbs of Vero 

Beach, Florida; sons, John (Joyce) Wharton of Athens and Tom 

(Gay) Grandstaff of Lancaster; daughter-in-law, Pam Wharton of 

Lancaster; grandchildren, Bryan Wharton, Brad Wharton, Tony 

Coles, Kimberley Nauman, Brittany Fox, Robert Grandstaff, Jennifer 

Wharton, Robert C. Wharton III, and Dorian Hobbs; eleven great 

grandchildren; and sisters, Mary (Robert) McBride of South Bend, 

Indiana and Joyce (Norman) Brunn of Orange Park, Florida. 

Jean was preceded in death by her husband, Robert; son, Robert C. 

Wharton II; parents, Lloyd and Irene Stein; a brother; and sisters. 

Funeral service will be held at 10:30 am Monday at the FRANK E. 

SMITH FUNERAL HOME, 405 N Columbus St, Lancaster, Ohio, with Reverend Roger Quay officiating. 

Burial will follow in Maple Grove Cemetery, Lancaster. Friends may visit from 2-4 pm Sunday at the 

funeral home.  

Donations may be made in Jean's memory to the Salvation Army Samaritan Center, 228 West Hubert Ave. 

Lancaster, Ohio 43130. 

To send online condolences and sign the register please visit www.funeralhome.com 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on July 8, 2011 

Lawrence J. Reynolds*  

Lancaster, Ohio 

8 Mar 2011 

 

LANCASTER: Lawrence J. Reynolds, age 86, of Lancaster, passed away Tuesday, March 8, 2011 at 

Fairfield Medical Center with his loving wife of 65 years by his side. 

He was a member of St. Paul Lutheran Church and was an associate member of the Church of Jesus Christ. 

http://www.spencefuneralhome.com/
http://www.funeralhome.com/
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Lawrence was retired from McClellans Home Dairy where he served for 35 years, he served his country in 

WW II as a radioman on the USS 7C1225, and was a member of American Legion Post 11. Lawrence had 

many hobbies, traveling, fishing, camping, and many unfinished woodcraft projects. 

Lawrence is survived by his wife, Bernadine (Wachter) Reynolds, of Lancaster; daughters, Catherine 

Young, Dianna Russell both of Lancaster, Brenda (Steven) Blackwell of Colorado Springs, CO, Barbara 

(Lonnie) Green of Lancaster, Jacqueline (Terry) Gardner of Pickerington; nine grandchildren; nine great 

grandchildren; canine companion, Annabelle. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; beloved grandparents, Frank and Bess DeLong; sister, Jeannette 

Chordash. 

Funeral service will be 10:00 a.m. Saturday, March 12, 2011 in the FRANK E. SMITH FUNERAL HOME 

CHAPEL, with Pastor Gary Taylor officiating. Burial will follow at Floral Hills Memory Gardens. Friends 

may call 2-4 and 6-8 Friday at the funeral home.  

The family would like to thank Dr. Paul Ruff for 30 years of care, Dr. Troy Edwards and Staff, Alterna 

Care Staff, and the Nurses and Staff of the 5th floor of Fairfield Medical Center. 

Memorial may be given to the Foundation Dinners, 1000 W Fifth Avenue, Lancaster OH 43130. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on March 10, 2011 

*  Lawrence J. Reynolds was not found in the 1943 Mirage Yearbook but is listed as a classmate in the 2010 LHS Alumni Directory.  

Jack O. McClenaghan  
16 Apr 1924 ï 7 Jun 2010 

Lancaster, Ohio 

 

LANCASTER: Jack O. 

McClenaghan, 86 a prominent 

Lancaster businessman, passed 

away on Monday,  

June 7, 2010 at Carriage Court 

Assisted Living Facility. He 

was born on April 16, 1924 in 

Lancaster, Ohio to Mildred 

Mattox McClenaghan and 

Bryan McClenaghan. 

He was a 1943 graduate of 

Lancaster High School and 

later in life received an 

honorary Associate Degree from Hocking College. He served in the 

South Pacific in the US Army for three years. He owned and 

operated along with his son a life insurance business in Lancaster for over 50 years receiving many awards. 

His beloved wife, Joy McClenaghan, passed away in Florida on April 24, 2006. In addition to his parents, a 

daughter, Joy Ann Wilt, also preceded him in death. 

He loved to spend time on his boat in Florida and was an avid fisherman. He was a born salesman who  

always had a smile and was quick to tease or joke.   Education was his passion, and he created the JOMc  

Scholarship Fund at Hocking College in Nelsonville, Ohio, in 1988 and awarded hundreds of scholarships 

to deserving area students. 

He was a past member of the First United Methodist Church, a member of South Gate Potter Lodge, 

Walnut Chapter No. 172, R.A.M., Aladdin Temple Shrine, AASR Valley of Columbus, and a life member  

of the American Legion Post #376 in Junction City. 

He is survived by his son and daughter-in-law, Mike and Debbie McClenaghan; daughter and son-in-law, 

Cathy and Steve Bitler, all of Lancaster; grandchildren, Jennifer Wilt of Groveport, Ohio, Susan (Ted 

Anderson) Wilt of Long Beach, California, Michael (Jennifer) McClenaghan of New Lexington, Ohio, 

Laura (Fiancé, Joel Wilson) Croston of Lancaster, Ohio, and Amy (Fiancé, Casey Root) Derenberger of 

Pickerington, Ohio; and six great grandchildren. 

A memorial service will be held Saturday, June 12, 2010 at 10:30 a.m. in the FRANK E. SMITH 

FUNERAL HOME CHAPEL AND CREMATORY, 405 N. COLUMBUS ST., LANCASTER, OHIO 

43130 with Rev. Cheryl Foulk officiating. Caring Cremation has taken place.  

Friends may visit one hour prior to the service at the funeral home on Saturday. A private burial will be  

held at Maple Grove Cemetery, Lancaster, Ohio at a later date. 
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In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to the JOMc Scholarship Fund at Hocking College, 3301 

Hocking Parkway, Nelsonville, Ohio 45764. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com June 9, 2010  

Katharine Ann (Kerr ) Lake 1 

St. Petersburg, Florida 

14 Apr 1925 ï 5 Jan 2010 

 

ST. PETERSBURG, FL: Katharine Ann Kerr Lake passed away 

Tuesday, January 5, 2010 at home in St. Petersburg, Florida. 

Born April 14, 1925 in Lima, Ohio to Charlotte Sieber Kerr and 

Robert Kenneth Kerr. 

In 1935 the family moved to Lancaster, Ohio and her father served as 

Publisher of the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette. She graduated from 

Columbus School for Girls in Columbus, Ohio. Upon completion of 

Washington School of Secretaries, Washington, D.C she became 

secretary to Governor Frank J. Lausche of Ohio. 

She is predeceased by her parents; her brother, R. Kenneth Kerr; 

husband, John Byron "Jack" Lake, former Publisher of the St. 

Petersburg Times who died in 2000. 

She is survived by her three daughters, Charlotte Lake (Thomas) 

McGahan of Leawood, Kansas; Cynthia Ann Lake, and Diane Lake (John) Weatherell, St. Petersburg; and 

five devoted grandchildren, John Frederick, Courtney Ann and Katharine Lake Katzenberger, Houston 

Sieber McGahan and Ian Lake Weatherell; and her brother, John E. M. Kerr, Athens, Ohio. 

The funeral will be held at 11:00 a.m. Saturday, January 9, 2010 at Northeast Presbyterian Church, 4400 

Shore Acres Blvd St Petersburg. She will be interred at Maple Grove Cemetary, Lancaster, Ohio in the 

spring. The family would like to thank Griswold Care and the Suncoast Hospice for their beautiful care. In 

lieu of flowers, family requests donations to: John B. and Katharine Ann Lake Fellowship in Marine 

Science, USF Foundation 140 Seventh Avenue South KORC 1109, St. Petersburg, FL 33701 or The 

Children's Dream Fund PO Box 1881 St. Petersburg, Fl 33731 or The Hope Center 2800 East Linwood 

Blvd , Kansas City, MO 64128 MATTN@hopecenterKC.org, Moody Bible Church 1635 North La Salle 

Chicago, Il 60614. 

She loved people young and old, rich and poor, black and white, near and farDand she will be sorely 

missed. "And the God of all grace who called you to His eternal glory in Christ after you have served a 

little while, will Himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To Him be the power forever 

and ever. Amen." 1 Peter 5: 10-11. 

On line memorial & guestbook at: www.brettfuneralhome.net  

Originally published at http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com January 7, 2010 

                                                 
1
 Katherine Ann (Kerr) Lake is listed as an LHS class of 1943 graduate in the 2010 Alumni Directory but 

could not be located in the 1943 Mirage.    

http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
http://www.brettfuneralhome.net/
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/


In Remembrance 

 5 

Ruth (Scholl) Bryson  

Lancaster, Ohio 

9 Dec 1925 ï 20 Oct 2009 

 

LANCASTER: Ruth E. Scholl 

Bryson, 83, of Lancaster 

passed quietly on October 20, 

2009. She was born December 

9, 1925 in Lancaster, OH, and 

was the daughter of the late 

William and Florence Scholl. 

She attended Lancaster High 

School and graduated in 1943. 

Upon graduation, she enrolled 

in the nursing program at 

Christ Hospital ï School of 

Nursing in Cincinnati, OH, 

graduating as a registered nurse in 1946. Upon graduation, she 

worked for Children's Hospital in both Columbus, OH, and 

Pittsburgh, PA. Upon her return to Lancaster, she began employment with Dr. James A. Merk where she 

retired after 25 years of service. 

She enjoyed music and was adept at playing the piano and organ. In addition, she played in the Bell Choir 

at the First United Methodist Church in Lancaster where she was an active member while in Lancaster. She 

was a member of Eastern Stars and served as the Worthy Patron and Worthy Matron in the central Ohio 

area. 

She is survived by her brother, Paul Scholl; three sons, Thomas (Mary) Martin, FL, William (Donna) 

Martin, OH, and Todd (Beth) Edwards, PA; six grandchildren, Janine Martin, Katie Klucinec, Angie 

Martin, Heather Martin, Josh Martin, and Olivia Edwards; and three great grandchildren. 

She is preceded in death by husbands, William Edwards and James Bryson. 

Funeral services will be held 10:30 a.m. Friday at the Halteman-Fett & Dyer Funeral Home with Rev. 

Robert McDowell officiating. Burial will be at Maple Grove Cemetery. Friends may call today 6-8 p.m. at 

the funeral home. 

In lieu of flowers, contributions can be made to FairHoPe Hospice, 282 Sells Rd, Lancaster, OH, 43130. 

Originally published at http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com October 22, 2009 

Rev. Kenneth E. 

Wrigh tsel 
Thornville, Ohio 

20 May 1925 ï 13 Aug 2009 

 

Rev. Kenneth E. Wrightsel - 

THORNVILLE: A funeral 

service for the Rev. Kenneth E. 

Wrightsel, 84, of Thornville, 

formerly Lancaster, will be 

held at 10:00 a.m. Monday at 

McPeek-Hoekstra Funeral 

Home, 133 S. Prospect Street, 

Granville with Mark Pierce, 

Chaplain Hospice of Central 

Ohio, officiating. Burial will 

follow at Maple Grove Cemetery in Lancaster. 

Kenneth passed away Thursday, August 13, 2009 at Autumn at the 

Lake in Thornville. He was born in Cambridge, May 20, 1925 to the 

late Earl J. and Florence (Stiles) Wrightsel. 

A WWII veteran, Kenneth served in the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers. He returned to Ohio and graduated 

http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
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from Otterbein College and earned his Masters of Divinity from United Theological Seminary. 

Kenneth, formerly E.U.B, was a minister for the Ohio West Conference of the United Methodist Church 

where he served on the Secretarial Staff and helped found Camp Otterbein in Logan. During his 45 years as 

a pastor, he served in the communities of Peachblow, Blanchester, Ostrander, Breman, Belpre, Whitehall, 

Richwood, Millersport, Ayersville, and Montpelier. His love of woodworking and remodeling enabled him 

to build many churches and parsonages in these communities. Upon his retirement to Lancaster, he 

continued to pastor three rural churches. 

A devoted and loving father, Kenneth, will fondly be remembered as a loving, doting grandfather and great 

grandfather. He will also be remembered for his generosity and passion for ice cream. 

Surviving are his daughters and sons-in-law, Esther Wrightsel and Dale Lobeck of Newark and Nadine and 

George Sparks of Delaware; grandchildren and their spouses, Desiree and Chris McCallips of Durand, Il, 

Deven and Ken Rittenhouse of Granville, Jennifer and Doug Clay of Hilliard, Deanna and David Jackson 

of Delaware and Jason McDougle and Tara Scaggs of Delaware; six great grandchildren; one sister, Norma 

Hurd of Bolivar, TN. 

In addition to his wife, Juanita Y. Wrightsel, who died February 7, 2009; he was preceded in death by his 

son, Earl Wrightsel; and infant daughter, Carolyn June. 

Friends may call from 2 to 5 p.m., Sunday at MCPEEK-HOEKSTRA FUNERAL HOME in Granville. 

Online condolences may be expressed at www.mcpeekhoekstra.com 

The family wishes to thank the staff from Autumn at the Lake and Hospice of Central Ohio for their loving 

care. 

Originally published at http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com August 15, 2009 

Marilyn (Hummell) Matheny 

Lancaster, Ohio 

23 Jun 2009 

 

LANCASTER: Marilyn Hummell Matheny passed away Tuesday, 

June 23, 2009. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, Byron C. and Effie E. 

Hummell, Lancaster, Ohio; and husband, Richard N. Matheny, AIA. 

She is survived by sons, Thomas R. (Kathleen) Matheny and Mark 

H. (Rose) Matheny; and daughter, Melanie (Vince) Crick; she has 

two grandchildren, Maxwell and Gabriella Matheny, children of 

Mark and Rose. 

Marilyn was a graduate of Lancaster High School and Ohio 

University, where she became a member of Pi Beta Phi Sorority. She 

was also past president of Delta Theta Tau Sorority. She was a 

resident of First Community Village, Upper Arlington and a long 

standing member of Covenant Presbyterian Church. 

Family will receive friends at SCHOEDINGER NORTHWEST 

CHAPEL, 1740 Zollinger Rd. Friday, June 26 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

where a private funeral service will be held on Saturday, June 27.   

In lieu of flowers, donations in honor of Marilyn can be made to support the Goodwill Columbus 

Supported Living Program, (formerly On My Own). Please send donations to Goodwill Columbus Marilyn 

Matheny Memorial Fund, 1331 Edgehill Road Columbus, Ohio 43212 or online at 

www.goodwillcolumbus.org. 

To send the family condolences online please visit: www.schoedinger.com. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com June 25, 2009 

http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
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Robert Chester Turner 
Lancaster, Ohio 

24 Nov 1923 ï 6 Apr 2009 

 

LANCASTER - Robert Chester Turner, 85, of Lancaster passed 

away Monday April 6, 2009 at Fairfield Medical Center. 

Chester was born in Portsmouth, Ohio November 24, 1923, the son 

of William Watt and Verna (White) Turner. With his father in 

construction Chester attended grade school in different towns. While 

in grade school in Portsmouth, he had a Grit newspaper route and 

after moving to Lancaster, he had a newspaper route for the 

Columbus Dispatch. During high school, he ushered at the Palace 

and Broad movie theaters in Lancaster. 

While in the army after high school graduation, he served 30 months 

in the European Theater of Operation during WWII ending in the 

28th Division Reconnaissance. He was in the Battle of the Budge 

with General Patton and was awarded four bronze stars for his 

service in the Army. After the war, he attended The Ohio State 

University on the G.I. Bill but had to quit college to return home to 

care for his mother. He has worked as a teller at Ohio National Bank 

in Columbus, as administrative assistant with the Lancaster National Guard as a Master Sgt., a draftsman at 

Diamond Power, and retired from the Utility Collection Department as a meter reader. He was a lifetime 

member of the VFW Post 1380, American Legion Post 11, member of the Sons of the Union Veterans of 

the Civil War, the Sons of the Confederate Veterans, lifetime member of the Ohio Rifle and Pistol 

Association, and the American Rifle Association. During his years in the National Guard he participated at 

Camp Perry in the National Rifle Association Matches in 1951, 1952, and 1953. 

Survivors include his niece, LaDonna (Donald) Preston of Sioux City, Iowa; a nephew, Joe (Dee) Rispalje 

of Spokane, Washington; cousins, and friends Jerry Seesholtz and Lewis Wittman, and many other friends. 

He was preceded in death by his parents; and a sister, Elizabeth Rispalje. 

The funeral service will be held at 6:00 pm on Monday April 13, 2009 at The Frank E. Smith Funeral 

Home, 405 North Columbus Street, Lancaster, Ohio with Pastor Lewis Wittman officiating. Friends and 

family may visit on Monday April 13, 2009 from 5 pm to 6 pm at the funeral home. A caring cremation 

will take place and burial will be in Memorial Burial Park Cemetery in Wheelersburg, Ohio at a later date. 

Originally published at www.LancasterEagleGazette.com April 10, 2009 

John William Bauman 

Fort Myers, Florida 

9 Jul 1925 ï 13 Feb 2009 

 

FT. MYERS, FL: John William Bauman of N. Ft. Myers, Florida 

departed this life on February 13, 

2009. 

"Bill" was born to Clarence Jacob Bauman and Lillian Carl Mauk on 

July 9, 1925 in Lancaster, Ohio.  Bill attended Lancaster schools, 

graduating in the Lancaster HS class of '43. He honorably served his 

country from November 11, 1944 to November 6, 1946 as a PFC in 

the US Army. Bill was awarded two Bronze Stars among other 

service honors. 

He married Jessie May Plank on December 1, 1951. Bill and Jessie 

were married 57 years at the time of his death. 

Survivors include wife, Jessie of the home; sister, Marjorie Fonto of 

Hilliard, Ohio; daughter, Peggy Lee Bauman of Norman, Oklahoma; 

daughter, Billie Bauman DeRose and husband, Leo and their children 

Jason, Nichole, Justin and Julian DeRose, all of Punta Gorda, 

Florida. 

Like so many of his contemporaries, Bill went to college on the GI bill obtaining degrees in education from 


