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Lancaster High School, Lancaster, Ohio, Class of 1939 

Remembrance Section of Class Directory 

 

This section may be incomplete!  Comments and corrections can be provided to Chet@LHS60.net. 

 

Classmates ï Classmates are included as we learn about them.   

Images ï Images are from a 1939 Mirage yearbook.  Current images are included when available. 

Dates ï Dates are included from the Social Security Death Index or obituaries when available. 

Obituaries ï Obituaries are included when available.  In many cases they are the source for adding a 

classmate and provide verification that information contained here is correct.   
 

Virginia (Conrad) Shue 
Lancaster, Ohio 

2 Nov 1921 ï 10 Mar 2011 

 

LANCASTER: Virginia Shue, 89, of Lancaster passed away 

Thursday, March 10, 2011 at Carriage Court. She was born on 

November 2, 1921 in Lancaster to the late Carl and Irene (Killian) 

Conrad. Virginia was a homemaker and a member of St. Mark 

Church.  

Virginia is survived by her children, Sharon Shue of Plain City and 

Marilyn (Carl) Drury of Lancaster; grandchildren, Jeff (Sandy) 

Kilbarger Hillsboro, OH, Art Kilbarger Jr. of Lancaster, Debbie 

Rollins of Rockbridge, Jessica (Paul) Bohus of Bermuda, Dave 

(Shondra) Drury of Bremen, Chris Drury of Lancaster; great 

grandchildren, Nathan (Alison) Helser, Andrew Helser, Cheyanne 

Rollins and Evan Drury; sister, Norma Woltz of Lancaster; former 

son in law, Carl Flege Jr. of Lancaster. She was preceded in death by her parents; husband of 65 years, 

Harold E. Shue, daughter, Barbara Kilbarger Flege; son, Carl Shue; son in law, Art Kilbarger, Sr.; three 

brothers; and three sisters. 

Mass of Christian Burial will be conducted at 10:30 a.m. Monday, March 14, 2011 at St. Mark Church with 

Fr. Peter Gideon. Interment will be in St. Mary Cemetery. Visitation will be on Sunday, March 13, 2011 

from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. at the SHERIDAN FUNERAL HOME with a rosary service at 7:30 p.m. Memorial 

contributions may be made to the FairHoPe Hospice and Palliative Care. To send an online condolence and 

sign guestbook, please visit: www.sheridanfuneralhome.net and click obituaries. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on March 12, 2011 

Garnet Mae "Brownie" (Phillips) Sifford  

Lancaster, Ohio 

27 Oct 1921 ï 14 Oct 2010 

 

LANCASTER: Garnet Mae "Brownie" Sifford, 88, of Lancaster, 

passed away Thursday, October 14, 2010 at the Heartland-Fairfield 

Nursing Home. She was born on October 27, 1921 to the late Francis 

and Mattie (Bozman) Phillips. Garnet was a '39 graduate of 

Lancaster High School. She was a member of Room Mothers of 

Cedar Heights School and also Treasurer for P.T.O. She was past 

President of the Ladies Auxiliary V.F.W. Post 1380.  

Garnet is survived by children, Ruth Ann (David) Williams, Judy E. 

Young, Connie L. Sifford all of Lancaster and Michael (Ramona) 

Sifford of Westerville; grandchildren, Laura (Rick) Hammack, 

Pamela (Kevin) McCarty, Sherry (John) Walter, Tony (Amy) Young, 

Michelle Pullin, Anne (Colin) Edwards and Kristopher (Ashley) 

Schmelzer; five step grandchildren; 14 great grandchildren; four 

great great grandchildren; several nieces and nephews.  

mailto:Chet@LHS60.net
http://www.sheridanfuneralhome.net/
http://www.legacy.com/legacies/vfw/?personid=146000679&affiliateID=2828
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In addition to her parents Garnet was preceded in death by her husband, James Sifford; sisters, Mary 

Dattalo, Margaret Hedges, Bernice Hyme, Hazel Davis and Delma Stollard; brothers, Raymond, Lloyd, 

Leslie, Dale and Harold Phillips.  

Funeral Services will be held on Monday, October, 18 at 1:00 p.m. at the SHERIDAN FUNERAL HOME 

with Pastor Rick Jones officiating. Burial to follow at Green Mound Cemetery. Family and friends may 

visit on Sunday, October 17 from 2-4 p.m. & 6-8 p.m. at the funeral home.  

Memorial Contributions may be made to the Sixth Ave United Methodist Church in Lancaster.  

To send an online condolence and sign the guestbook, please visit www.webfh.com/sheridanfuneralhome 

and click obituaries. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle-Gazette on October 16, 2010 

Kathleen Marie "Kate" 

(Fosnaugh) Eaton  

Lancaster, Ohio 

25 Aug 1921 - 11 Jan 2010 

 

LANCASTER: Kathleen M. 

"Kate" Eaton, age 88 of 

Lancaster died Monday, January 

11, 2010 at The Pickering 

House. 

She was a 54 year member of 

The Sixth Avenue United 

Methodist Church, the United 

Methodist Women, and the 

Chancel Choir. She was a 

member of the Old Car Club, 

Olivedale Senior Citizens and the Lancaster Lantern Lighters club. 

She was a graduate of Lancaster High School Class of 1939 and formerly worked at the Hallmark store. 

She is survived by her daughter and son-in-law, Joyce and Michael Strawn, Lancaster; and her grandson, 

Chad Strawn, Los Angeles, CA; a niece, Betty (Ron) Brown, Groveport; and a nephew, Lewis (Bonnie) 

Eaton, Lancaster; and great nieces and great nephews; special friend, Helen Bowers, Lancaster. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Benjamin Eaton in 1980; an infant grandson, Darren Strawn; 

and parents, Clarence and Ethel Fosnaugh. 

Funeral services will be held Thursday at 1:30 p.m. at The Sixth Avenue United Methodist Church with 

Rev. Jesse Blevins officiating. Friends may call Wednesday from 2-4; 6-8 p.m. at The Frank E. Smith 

Funeral Home, Lancaster and Thursday 1 hour prior to service at the church. 

Memorials may be given to The Pickering House or The Sixth Avenue United Methodist Church in Kate's 

memory. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com January 13, 2010 

Margie L. (Azbell) Mathias
1
 

Lancaster, Ohio 

11 Sep 1921 - 29 Nov 2009 

 

Margie L. Mathias, 88, of Lancaster, passed away on Sunday, November 29, 2009 at Rockmill 

Rehabilitation Center. 

Margie was born on September 11, 1921, in Lancaster to the late Frederick and Goldie (Pierce) Azbell. She 

was a member of Sixth Avenue United Methodist Church and Olivedale. 

She is survived by her husband, Leroy R. Mathias; sons, Ronald (Darletta) Mathias, Charles (Mary) 

Mathias, Carl (Sharon) Mathias, Donald Mathias, and Jerry (Michelle) Mathias; and daughter, Shirley 

(Harold) June; all of Lancaster. She is also survived by many grandchildren; several great grandchildren; 

brothers, Gene (Evelyn) Azbell and Larry (Pat) Azbell; sisters, Alice Henderly, and Virginia Bontrager; 

and special friends, Margarete Freese and Lucy (Snoke). 

Margie was preceded in death by her daughter, Cora Sue Perrault; parents; brothers, Gary Azbell, Guy 

                                                 
1
 Margie Azbell was not found in the 1939 Mirage Yearbook 

http://www.webfh.com/sheridanfuneralhome
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
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Azbell, and Donald Azbell; and sister, Juanita Weis. 

Funeral service will be at 10:00 a.m. Thursday at the Halteman-Fett & Dyer Funeral Home with Pastor 

Jesse Blevins officiating. Burial will follow in Fairview Cemetery, Rockbridge. Family and friends may 

visit from 4-8 p.m. Wednesday at the funeral home. 

The family would like to thank the staff at Rockmill for their loving care of Margie. 

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to a charity of the donor's choice in Margie's memory. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com December 1, 2009 

Paul E. Goldberry 

Lexingon, Kentucky 

7 Mar 1921 - 14 Nov 2009 

 

LEXINGTON, KY: Paul E. Goldsberry, 88, husband of Joan 

Mondhank Goldsberry, died Saturday, November 14, 2009 at his 

residence. 

Born in Port Clinton, OH, he was the son of the late Carl and Matilda 

Furness Goldsberry, Sr. Mr. Goldsberry served in the U.S. Army 

during World War II and was retired from IBM where he was an 

electrical engineer. He was a member of Southern Hills United 

Methodist Church. Mr. Goldsberry was a woodworker and loved 

building quality furniture for his family. 

Survivors other than his wife include two sons, Steve (Kathy) 

Goldsberry, Harrodsburg, KY and Philip (Christina) Goldsberry, 

Denver, CO; a daughter, Paula (Ignacio) Garcia, Miami, FL; four 

grandchildren, Peter, Leslie Michelle, Jackson and Chase; one great 

grandchild, Sabrina; a brother, Carl (Doris) Goldsberry, Newark, OH; and a sister, Norma Jean 

Rienschield, Lancaster, OH. 

A memorial service will be held 2:30 p.m. Saturday at Kerr Brothers Funeral Home, 3421 Harrodsburg Rd., 

Lexington, KY by Rev. Dennis Burrows. Visitation will be 12 noon Saturday until the time of the service. 

Memorial contributions are suggested to Hospice of the Bluegrass, 2312 Alexandria Dr., Lex., KY 40504 

or Southern Hills United Methodist Church, 2356 Harrodsburg Rd., Lex., KY 40503. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com November 19, 2009 

Lloyd Elmer Beck 

Lancaster, Ohio 

18 Dec 1921 - 23 Sep 2009 

 

LANCASTER: Lloyd Elmer Beck, 87, of Lancaster, died 

Wednesday September 23, 2009. 

He was born in Fairfield County to the late Elmer D. Beck and Anna 

Marie (Dufner) Beck. After the very early death of his father, he was 

raised by his mother and his step father, William Mike Bell. 

He served in the Army Air Force from 1944-1946. After discharge he 

returned to the Ohio State University and received his Bachelor of 

Science degree in business administration. While at Ohio State he 

earned a "Varsity O" in wrestling, and forever remained a Buckeye 

fan. 

Lloyd and his wife Ellen were long time residents of Chillicothe 

before returning to Lancaster. He was employed in the personnel 

department of the Mead Paper Corporation from 1946 ð1982, where 

he retired as the Director of Human Resources. They were active members of Calvary Lutheran Church in 

Chillicothe and current members of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Lancaster. Lloyd served the community 

as an active member of many civic organizations. 

Mr. Beck is survived by his wife of 66 years, Ellen Kaumeyer Beck; daughters, Donna (Richard) Burns and 

Christa (James) Ogg; grandsons, David (Alexandra) Burns, Beck Balsamo, and Eric Ogg; also surviving 

are brothers-in-law; sisters-in-law; and numerous nieces and nephews. 

A memorial service will be held at 2:00 p.m. on October 11, 2009 at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 1400 

http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/


In Remembrance 

 4 

Concordia Drive, Lancaster, Ohio. In lieu of flowers the family requests contributions be made to your 

charity or church of choice. 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com October 8, 2009 

Mary S. (Behrens) 

Danison 

Sun City West, Arizona 

10 Jul 2009 

 

SUN CITY WEST, AZ: Mary 

S. Danison, 88, of Sun City 

West, AZ, died July 10 at 

Clare Bridge assisted living 

home in Sun City West, AZ. 

Mary's husband of 60 years, 

Walter C. Danison, Sr., died in 

2005. The couple had lived in 

New Carlisle, Ohio, for 48 

years, and resided winters in 

Sun City West. Mary is a 

founding member of Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Fairborn, Ohio. She was also a member of Crown of 

Life Lutheran Church in Sun City West, AZ, where she sang in the choir. 

She was born April 6, 1921, in Lancaster, Ohio, the daughter of the late John and Mary Behrens. 

She is survived by two sons and a daughter-in-law, Walter C. Danison, Jr. of Phoenix, AZ, and Paul E. 

(Nickie) Danison of Mission Viejo, CA; two daughters and sons-in-law, Deborah A. (Michael) Leisure of 

Surprise, AZ, and Jeanne (Alden) Worachek of Anchorage, AL; six grandchildren, Tim and Brian Danison, 

Monique and Matt Danison and Jason and Justin Leisure; ten great-grandchildren, Christopher, Alana, 

Peter, and Samantha Danison, Morgan, Mason and Luke Danison, Julia and Nathan Leisure and Isaac 

Leisure. She is also survived by a brother-in-law, Wayne Danison of Surprise, AZ. 

Visitation will be 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. Friday, July 17 at TROSTEL, CHAPMAN, DUNBAR & FRALEY 

FUNERAL HOME, 507 W. Jefferson St., New Carlisle, Ohio. Funeral service will be held at 9:30 a.m. 

Saturday, July 18, at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 1240 S. Maple Ave., Fairborn Ohio. Rev. Arthur M. 

Casci & Rev. Edward L. England will officiate. Burial will follow at 2 p.m. Saturday at Forest Rose 

Cemetery in Lancaster, Ohio. 

In lieu of flowers, please send donations in memory of Mary S. Danison to Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 

1240 S. Maple Ave., Fairborn, Ohio, or Hospice of the Valley, 1510 E. Flower St., Phoenix, AZ, 85014. 

Expressions of sympathy may be sent to www.trostelchapman.com 

Originally published at www.lancastereaglegazette.com July 15, 2009 

Marjorie A nn (Evans) Ricketts 

Lancaster, Ohio 

26 Feb 1921 - 16 Jun 2009 

 

LANCASTER: Marjorie A. Ricketts, age 88, of Lancaster, passed 

away Tuesday, June 16, 2009 at the Sunbridge-Homestead Nursing 

Center after a very brief illness with cancer. 

She was a member of the St. Peters Lutheran Church, Lancaster and 

an excellent seamstress. 

She is survived by nieces, Darlene Erick, Sandy (Charles) Hintz, and 

Mary Elizabeth (Randy) Hutchison, all of Lancaster; a nephew, Roy 

E. (Marjorie) Waits, Grand Rapids, OH; nine great nieces and 

nephews and 12 great great nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Lowell Ricketts in 1984; 

and her sister, Dorothea Waits in 1993. 

A graveside service will be held Friday at 10:30 a.m. at the Forest 

Rose Cemetery, Lancaster with Pastor Randy Hutchison officiating. 

No calling hours will be observed. 

http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
http://www.lancastereaglegazette.com/
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Memorials may be given to the St. Peters Lutheran Church in Marjorie's memory. Arrangements were 

completed by the Frank E. Smith Funeral Home, Lancaster. 

Originally published at www.LancasterEagleGazette.com June 17, 2009 

Flora Louise (McBroom) Ewing 

Circleville, Ohio 

11 Feb 1921 - 24 May 2008 

 

Looking for copy of Lancaster Eagle Gazette obituaries for  

May 26, 2008 

Dorothy M. (Collins) 

Ward  

Lancaster, Ohio 

13 Feb 1920 ï 24 May 2009 

 

LANCASTER: Dorothy M. 

Ward, 89, passed on to a far 

better place on May 24, 2009, 

to be with her beloved 

husband, Edgar A. Ward; her 

parents, Eugene and Clara 

Collins; her three brothers, 

Pete, Jack and Larry; two of 

her sisters, June and Jean; a 

granddaughter, Vienna Gorski; 

and her very special friend, 

Edward Rigot. 

Dorothy was born February 13, 1920, in Lancaster, Ohio. She and 

her husband moved to Florida in 1958 where they owned several successful businesses until they retired in 

North Fort Myers. She was a fun, loving, and generous person who never met a stranger. She loved her 

family, cooking and sewing, and she considered herself a very rich lady because of her numerous friends. 

She is survived by two daughters, Betty Jane Leslie and Vivian Ann (Robin) Hendricks; two step 

daughters, Lois (Bob) Ely and Virginia Abbott; three grandchildren, Trisha (Don) Poff, Gary (Gina) 

Gorski, and Todd (Elizabeth) George; one step granddaughter, Katherine (Randy) McDermott; five great 

grandchildren, Alana, Miles, and Cole Poff, Vivian George, and Taylor Gorski; four sisters, Alice 

VanFossen, Clara Ream, Faye Woodgeard, and Jane Peer; and two very dear friends, Sherrill Marks and Al 

Slobusky. 

Funeral service will be 10:30 a.m. Saturday, May 30, 2009, at Sheridan Funeral Home with Pastor Jeff 

Connar officiating. Burial will follow at Maple Grove Cemetery. Friends may visit from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Friday at the funeral home. 

The family requests that memorials be made to Tidewell Hospice and Palliative Care, 1144 Veronica 

Street, Port Charlotte, FL, 33952. 

To send an online condolence and sign the guest book, please visit, www.webfh.com/sheridanfuneralhome 

and click obituaries. 

Originally published at www.LancasterEagleGazette.com May 28, 2009 

http://www.lancastereaglegazettr.com/
http://www.lancastereaglegazettr.com/
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Dorothy Jean (Shemaker) Rowles 
Lancaster, Ohio 

5 Sep 1921 - 18 Apr 2008 

 

Looking for copy of Lancaster Eagle Gazette obituaries for  

April 20 and 21, 2008 

Lillabell Mae óBabeô (Trusler) Eaton 

Lancaster, Ohio 

29 Jan 1922 - 8 Feb 2008 

 

Looking for copy of Lancaster Eagle Gazette obituaries for  

February 10, 2008 

Benjamin F. Bope 

Sun City Center, Florida 

25 May 1920 - 23 Jan 2008 

 

Looking for copy of Lancaster Eagle Gazette obituaries for  

January 29, 2008 
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Marcella Roberta (Groves) Crider 
Lancaster, Ohio 

5 Dec 1921 - 23 Jan 2008 

 

Looking for copy of Lancaster Eagle Gazette obituaries for  

January 25, 2008 

Howard Doid Kerns 

Lancaster, Ohio 

4 Apr 1921 - 10 Jan 2009 

 

Howard D. Kerns, 87, of Lancaster, passed away on Saturday, Jan. 

10, 2009. 

Howard was the youngest of 10 children. He loved his family and he 

loved to sing and entertain. He was a member of the B.P.O.E., 

Lancaster Elks Lodge No. 570 and the Columbus Maennerchor. 

Howard is survived by his sons and daughters-in-law, Scott and 

Peggy Kerns and Victor and Tracey Kerns; grandsons, Jordan and 

Glenn Kerns; brother, John Kerns; and sister, Lillian "Billie" 

Davidson. 

He was preceded in death by his loving wife, Betty; parents, Doid 

and Nettie Kerns; and several siblings. 

Friends may visit from noon to 2 p.m. and 4 to 6 p.m. Thursday at 

Halteman-Fett & Dyer Funeral Home. 

A private burial will take place in Forest Rose Cemetery. 

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations to FairHoPe Hospice in Howard's name. 

Originally published in the Lancaster Eagle Gazette January 13, 2009 

Flora L ouise (McBroom) Ewing 

Circleville, Ohio 

11 Feb 1921 - 24 May 2008 

 

Looking for copy of Lancaster Eagle Gazette Obituaries for 

May 26, 2008 

 


